
Abstract

Mu Ko Chumphon National Park has been recognized as one of the most pristine national

park in Thailand. Currently the park has not been well recognized yet amgng mainstream

iourism. The study put a pieliminary effort to investigate visitor characteristic, perception

and WTP througfuquestionnaire srrvey. A very high percentage of first time users and the

wiling to retgn raie indicated that visitor at MCNP would likely increase in the future.

Visitoi perception on environmental impact related issues of the park were alnralyzd,.

Interestingly, socioeconomic variabled in age, income and education have no effect on

perceptioi iegarding visitor evaluation and conoern level of the park but the duration of

ituy rnor6 u-"t ong-r.lation. Moreover, it was evident from the study that many visitors

were not aware tfuai tneir own presence can cause impact to the park. The study revealed

conflict behavior that although most visitors would come for experienced nature features.of

the park and valued less crowded experience but many of them also demand more facilities

building inside the park especially in group of visitor with low education level. In addition,

we founa that WTp of visitor was sfiongly influenced by variables of confidence level in

authority& projecL ages and orign of visitor.
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