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ABSTRACT

 This thesis aims to study a Lahu homestaty in Chiang Rai province which promotes 

tourism by brining everyday life and the house space to represent ethnicity as a commodity in 

tourism. Tourists are allowed to touch and learn daily life of people in their own houses. This 

study tries to understand how  the Lahu people are regulated and controlled in their house space 

in everyday life under the context of homestay tourism. It also investigates the Lahu’s practices 

in constructing representation to contest, negotiate, and position power relations in the tourism 

space.

 This study found that the perception of tourists toward Lahu in this village is 

constructed through the process of image making by media and advertisement, communication 

with an organization or a representative of tourism, and experiences in a tour program. These 

activities create a variety of Lahu images to the public such as traditional Lahu, preservative 

Lahu, and enabling Lahu in tourism management. These images are not connected to the village 

with ethnicity idea, merely giving the perception of homestay during trekking.

 This work also came across that the image of Lahu homestay is created under the 

space construction by interrelations between Lahu people and trekking tour companies and tour 

guides. It is also a representation of cooperation between NGOs and Lahu villagers in an aim to 

build this Lahu village to present idealistically sustainable development. The process of tourist 

space construction has accordingly regulated the Lahu to be a tourism commodity. They are



expected to maintain their housing style and daily life to suit the tour package programmed by 

the tour companies and NGOs. They have to act as waiters in their own houses and face 

discomfort when welcoming tourists in their houses and having tourists participating in their 

daily life. The Lahu in tourism space are defined as an exotic tribe which is also perceived as 

sympathetic. Moreover, the regulations set by several actors have resulted in political division in 

administering the village following different groups in operating jungle tours and homestay 

services.

 To look at everyday life practices of the Lahu, this study found that the Lahu have 

been in tourism for approximately 30 years until they can develop techniques, means, and 

strategies to manage services such as cooking food to impress trekkers and volunteers from 

NGOs. They are able to turn “silent practice” into practice of representation by concealing 

unpleasant images. This is considered self prevention in an uncomfortable condition or 

negotiating ways against the controls of NGOs. They also use these same tactics to construct the 

meaning of ‘Lahu ethnicity’ as ‘Lahu Peace Lover’ as well.
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