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Thesis Title Adaptative Strategies of Villagers to be a Part of Tourist Space:
A Case Study of Mae Yen Village, Mae Hi Sub-district, Pai

District, Mae Hong Son Province

Author Miss Suvitcha Pakkrasa

Degree Master of Arts (Social Development)

Thesis Advisor Dr. Apinya Fuangfusakul
ABSTRACT

This research entitled Adaptative Strategies of Villagers to be a Part of Tourist Space:
A Case Study of Mae Yen Village, Me Hi Sub-district, Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province.
demonstrates three main objectives: firstly, to understand how government policy made the
tourism to be the aim of development; secondly, to understand the relationship between
economies and politics in changed of Mae Yen community after being part of tourist space; lastly,
to study the resistance of people in the tourist place context.

The research focused on Mae yen people who adapted themselves to be a part of tourism
and attempted to understand about different meanings created by many diverse groups of people.
The study found that each group had its own meaning towards tourism, which consequently
resulted in meaning contestation on the image of Mae yen in the context of tourist place. All
images all are dynamic and changing from time to time depending who construct the meaning
and in what context.

The Mea yen local neither aim their village to be the tourist space, nor they completely
ignore. They particularly chose to ignore negative things that might cause problems to their life
while to accept the things that are useful for their community. To adapt their life in the tourist
space they were require to adjust some ideas and activities to suit the changes in their everyday
life. To be part of tourism business means that the people are no longer object but they had
become to be subject who had power to resist moreover. The degree of being part of tourism
depended on the capital they had, and the ability to manage “the capitals” let through the power

relation of Mae yen people impede new comers who settle in the village.
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