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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are 1) to explore the development of tourism in the forms of
elephant shows and cultural experience in Ban Ta Klang , Tambon Krapho, Amphoe Tha Tum,
Changwat Surin 2) to study social, economic, and cultural changes within the society as a
consequence of the elephant and cultural show integration, and 3) to investigate problems and
impacts from the integrated elephant show tourism. Main research methodology takes up field
research approach through in-depth interviewing with officers working for private and public
sectors as well as other persons who know about tourism in the locality. Besides, the study also
includes interviews with population of Ta Klang and nearby villages, and participatory
observation of tourism activities.

The study identifies two periods of tourism development in Ta Klang village, the first
period being prior to 1995 and the latter thenceforward. The tourism in Ta Klang village is in
response to the government policy to expand the tourism and distribution of income to local
areas. In addition the genuineness of culture can still be preserved. The stakeholders consisting of
public and private sectors and the local population have seen the potentials for elephant shows in
the village and organized to include them in the tourism plan. The tourism takes up two forms

including 1) elephant shows for both Thai and other Asian tourists and 2) cultural tourism which



takes western tourists to experience the ways of lives of the local people. The tourism
development results in social changes. Examples are the shifts in societal relationship and the
relationship of local people and the tourists, migration of numerous man and elephants due to
economic problems and elephant food, and petty crime. In terms of economic the income
structure is changed and increasing local revenue distributed to the area. The opportunities and
career options increase while goods are more expensive and diverse. Consumption of local
products is improved. As for the cultural aspects, tourism turns culture into product, thus losing
its true forms. Capital investment for keeping elephant is increased and with changed values.
Moreover, the behavior and the respect for elephant worker leaders are deregulated.

The changes from tourism have created for the local area great environmental, social,
cultural, and economic impacts. Data from the questionnaire shows that political impacts,
elephant show, and cultural presentations of the Koi people receive 5 items of moderate impacts,
and 4 items of high impacts which include 1) lack of cooperation and therefore unsuccessful
operation, 2) inconsistent support from the government, 3) lack of support from the local

population, and 4) improvement of villagers’ quality of life from tourism.
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