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ABSTRACT

The research of “The Management of Sustainable Ecotourism and Political Change in
Ban Mae Kampong, Tambon Huai Kaeo, King Amphoe Mae On, Changwat Chiang Mai” , had
the objectives to study the roles of local people and the roles of community in organizing
activities. Another aim was to study the effects on the community in terms of political changes,
political learning, and the participation of people resulting from such activities.

The researcher studied academic documents, related information and a survey of the
opinions in terms of quality to determine the roles of people’ s participation in organizing the
activities of the management of sustainable ecotourism. It also tried to understand the effects of

changes in terms of economy, society and culture, including the political changes after the



activities being held. The sample population consisted of 17 people, divided into 2 groups; 5
people in the community leaders group, and 12 people in the villagers group.

The research findings were listed as follows.

1) The villagers in Ban Mae Kampong participated in the activities in the management of
sustainable ecotourism in-all steps directly and indirectly and also participated by providing
opportunities. The community leader group played a greater role and participated more than the
villager’s group. This was the result of several important factors including economic status,
status quo, education, personal experiences, chances to participate, expectations and receiving
benefits.

2) The changes in terms of economy, society and culture after the activities finished had
no severe effects since the previous operation did not affect the lifestyle or thinking process of the
community. It was because the process of the management of sustainable ecotourism was
compatible with the basic context of the community and the marketing of tourism was on a small
scale. Besides, the operation of activities was in its transition, resulting in a few changes in
different aspects, which still can be controlled by the community.

3) The participation of the people in the activities in the Management of Sustainable
Ecotourism and the changes in terms of economy, society and culture affected the process of
political learning and increased people’s participation in politics. Consequently, such political

participation caused political changes.
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