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ABSTRACT

The study is focused on ecotourism management performed by local tea forest
community according to the current sustainable tourism policy. The ecotourism in this
community has both potentiality and readiness with its natural and cultural attractions. Four
concepts used in the research are sustainable tourism which bases on sustainable development,
ecology, environmental economics, and local participation.

The objectives of this study are three folds; firstly, to find factors affecting ecotourism
selection, people’s thinking system and method of tourism administration, secondly, to study
community’s problems and solutions and thirdly, to examine learning and adaptation process for
utilizing cultural and natural resources in such area.

The research methodology includes questionnaire survey, participatory and non-
participatory observation, and in-depth interview in focus group discussion. The result shows that
ecotourism is an appropriate solution for the economic, social and cultural unsustainable problem.
Community’s ecotourism management based on local participation is aimed to increase
supplementary jobs and income, to strengthen community capacity, and preserve natural and
cultural resources. It is expected that this village can be a model of ecotourism management and
become a development alternative for other communities. There are two findings from this study

which can be identified as follows:



Firstly, Mae Kampong community has integrated the ecotourism concepts from
governmental and private organizations’ perspectives and scientific methods. The integration
becomes its own ecotourism management with unique pattern and activities.

Secondly, besides being a commodity for consumption which provides main incomes
for any families, the role of “tea” and “tea forest” in Mae Kampong community has its additional
value as a commodity for service business which provides more income for the community. This
is to create the “cost” in the “value” system of the fertile agricultural ecosystem. The “cost”
existing in the ecotourism management process can also affect the community to be aware of the
“value” of social and cultural capital in their area.

There are three suggestions from the study. Firstly, the community should try to
manage its ecotourism by emphasizing more on nature and culture conservation. Secondly, the
ecotourism ought to be emphasized as only an “alternative” path for providing supplementary
income. Thirdly, the leaders must have enough potential to get the people’s opinions and
suggestions which can bring the community’s genuine participation.

Furthermore, future researches should be emphasized on following issues: the
community involvement in ecotourism management, the impacts of ecotourism management, the
tendency of tea production succession by new generations, and the community’s ecotourism

income distribution.
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