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Abstract

This qualitative research, entitled, “ Tourism and Changes in the Folkways along the
Numwa River Bank Nan Province,” aimed to study the Numwa river bank community situation
and folkways both before and after the coming of tourism, and tendency of its future; changes in
the folkways and the impacts toward sucﬁ change in the community; and to find out the tendency
to mitigate the negative impacts, and suitable tourism management measures in the community.

The data collection instruments used in this study consisted of items of in-depth
interview, informal interview, participant and non-participant observation, group discussion and
questionnaires samples were tourists, villegefs’s agents and involved authorities. Ethnographic
Futures Research were applied for analysis of the changes in the folkways and the effects toward
such changes.

The key finding of the study were as follows:

1. The community had a tourist site with diversity of natural resources such as forest,

cataracts and fish nurturing area. The folkways involved with these natural resources, in return,



they have been preserved with trees, plants, wild animals and aquatic animals. The important pull
factors were such as nature and soft adventure tourism sources, which caused tourism into the
community.

2. Changs of community after the tourism were found at a moderate level, with persons
who involved in tourism. The villagers adapted themselves gradually to such changes differently.
The distinct change in the folkways were economic change, while social and cultural folk was not
mush affected, the other change was also found in physical environment. Changes in the folkways
were found positively while the negative effects where found in water resources management.

3. The mitigation of the effects of changes could be as to strengthen the community in
tourism, forming of rubber rafting navigators, group, controling the number of entrepreneurs,
managing tourism by local authority, preventing softly affected ecological areas, setting rules and
regulations for tourists, and providing the activities managed by the villagers.

The suitable measures of tourism management for the community should be on a
participatory and benefit sharing principle, as conducted by a semi-independent organization for

sustainable tourism.



