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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to examine the running of tourism activities of Ban Mae
Kam Pong community in Chiang Mai Province and to explore the impacts of tourism on this
community. The research methodology is primarily descriptive based upon the results of
interview with community leaders and information collected from 180 samples of local people
identified by randomly sampling method.

The findings revealed two types of tourism business in Ban Mae Km Pong community
namely homestay services and eco-tourism. Initially, eco-tourism was initiated to take visitors to
enjoy trekking, study plant varieties, visit waterfall, survey to understand natures in the
community, with emphasis on natural resource conservation concept. Later in 2000, homestay
was added into the community tourism affairs to provide lodging services for visitors who wanted
to learn not only about the natural features but also about the way of life, culture, and history of
the community as well. Various activities even since have been organized for the visitors to

participate in as a means to educate them about the community’s way of life.



On the economic impacts, the study found that after the arrival of tourism the local
people have been involved in a more diverse form of occupations from formerly engaged mainly
in tea or coffee farming to presently involved in eco-tourism and homestay related activities such
as trekking, guides, traditional massage, production and processing of herb-filled pillows, wicker
works, and roasted coffee for sale as souvenirs. Prior to the arrival of tourism, the average
household income was 51,217 baht per year, but after the involvement in tourism business the
figure has gone up to 86,576 baht at the time of this study. Furthermore, the local people appeared
to posses more assets like passenger car, pick-up truck, motorcycle, television set, and
refrigerator.

On the social impact, it is found that the change has taken place from the previous
presence of indistinct social group without definite working format noteably the housewife group
to the present prevailing of well-defined groups of interest started with eco-tourism and homestay
groups managed fundamentally by the housewife groups, and followed by the tour guide group,
ancient-styled massage group, local musical group, etc. For learning opportunity, a learning
center has been established as a convention center for meetings, problem-solving forum, and
organization of various activities.

Remarkable changes have occurred in terms of cultural impacts from the introduction of
tourism into the community. Greater presence of various technologies is now obvious. Temples at
present play a greater role, being considered as a component of homestay tourism. Imitation of
outside people’s behavior like arrangement of birthday party remains not too widespread.
However, a portion of samples of local villagers perceived that more changes would take place in
the future if the community fails to cherish its good cultural traits.

There exist some environmental impacts. Previously, the community used to depend on
hydro-electricity system which often had problem during dry season and on traditional aquaduct
water supply system. With the presence of tourism business, the community became able to
request for government support to install public utility systems for electricity and water supply.
Meanwhile volume of waste and garbage has grown with the extent of tourism, but the
community can deal with this problem since it has built a community garbage incinerator which
was financed by the revolving funds contributed by tourism business participants. The natural

resources and environment have not changed despite the arrival of tourism. However, there is a



notion that Ban Mae Kam Pong has a high potential for being very favorite tourism site and this

would encourage investors to encroach into forest areas.
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