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Abstract

 The study on the impact of tourism on the environment and hill-tribe communities

surrounding the Ang Kang Royal Agriculture Station in Fang district of Chiang Mai Province has

three purposes consisting of: 1) to study the information about tourism in the study area, 2) to study 

the impacts of tourism on the communities surrounding the project area, and 3) to find any possible 

cooperation with the communities in alleviation of the negative impacts and to propose any

appropriate management on tourism for the communities.

  Data were collected by documentary research, formal and non-formal interviewing

accompanied with an observation, focus group, questionnaires for tourists, and technique of 

Ethnographic Future Research was employed. Descriptive analysis was used in analyzing the

collected data. The research results can be summarized as followed:

1. According to the physical, social and cultural environment of the communities

surrounding the study in area, it was found that the important attractive factors of the communities are

the beauty of the natural resources and the multiple cultural factors. These characteristics facilitate the 

development of tourism in the area. Tourism has changed the emphasize on studying the relationship 

between man and environment to the management of the natural resources and the environment with 
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emphasizing on preservation of the richness of the natural resources and multi cultural communities

for tourists. The communities obtain some benefits from tourism activities. The tendency to welcome

more and more tourists in the future is anticipated.

2. Tourism cause both positive and negative impacts on the environment and the hill-

tribe communities surrounding the And Khang Royal Agricultural Station. The life style has been

changed. However, with the slow speed of the changes, the communities can adjust themselves to

changes. They have begun to pay more attention on the anticipated negative impacts might occurred 

in the future in order to find any approach to prevent of alleviate those impacts.

3. In the cooperation with the communities to decrease the negative impacts, it is found

that the fundamental problem about tourism is on the creation of community strength. Development 

of the community organizations for tourism management and for the rehabilitation of consciences on

environment, ethnic privilege, and culture for the appropriate tourism management is proposed.

4. In order to find any appropriate tourism management. It is suggested that the

development of community organizations for the preservation of the natural resources and thef

community environment, the tourism model, and the benefits from tourism should be put to

considerations. This can be done by promoting people’s cooperation according to the idea of the

sustainable tourism approach which can be carried out in the form of sed mi-informal organization
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