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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the development of the Monk Chat
program, its format and conversational activities between the monks and the tourists held at Suan
Dok and Chedi Luang temples, Amphur Muang, Chiang Mai. The roles of monks in tourism were
also studied. This was a quantitative and qualitative study. The data was collected using
questionnaires, interviews and observation at both temples where the Monk Chat Clubs were
situated. The main informants were the monks and the tourists joining the program.

It was found that there were differences both in topics of conversation and management
between the designated temples. While Suan Dok temple focused on religious topics aiming to
educate foreigners, Chedi Luang temple offered a greater varieties of topics aiming at improving
the monks’ English speaking skill. In terms of management, the formers’ was systematic with
specified roles of members, division of job specification and governing regulations. The site, as
well as financial support, were provided by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,

Chiang Mai campus. On the other hand, the latter had no clear specifications in any aspects



mentioned. That was why Suan Dok’s Monk Chat Club was better known among foreign
tourists. Furthermore, the Chedi Luang’s faced more managerial problems.

This study clearly demonstrates the roles of monks in tourism especially for the self
management category. The Monk Chat program has provided a new experience in learning about
Buddhism to foreign tourists. The program has also helped spread the faith and correct the
tourists” improper conducts. All in all, the program has enabled the monks to have an active role
in joining together tourism and Buddhism. The obvious result is Buddhism promoting type of

tourism.
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MONK CHAT
“Have you ever wanted to sit down and chat with Thai monks ?

Mahachulalongkorn Buddhist University, Chiang Mai Campus welcomes all to
talk with Thai monks, learn a little something about their lives and discuss
Buddhism or just talk about the weather. The monks enjoy meeting people from
different cultures and they are glad to have a chance to practice their English.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 5.00 p.m.-—7.00 p.m.

Find the Monk chat signs at the rear of Wat Suandork

Show Taxi : li3aa1uaon

(Monk chat can also be found at Wat Jedi Luang)”
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The questions on Buddhism are frequently asked by foreigners.

1. Is the Buddha God ?

2. In shortly, tell me about the Buddha’s history, Please ?

3. What is different between rebirth and reincarnation ?

4. What is the principle of Buddhism ?

5. Why the monks have to shave hair ?

6. Why women can’t touch the monks ?

7. What is heaven and hell in Buddhism ?

8. What is Insight Meditation ? How is different between Tranquillity and Insight

Meditation ?

9. What is your (Monk’s) routine ?

10. What is different between Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism ?

11. Can monks smoke cigarettes and ride on motorbikes ?

12. What do the different color robes mean ?

13. Why are stupas so big and beautiful ?

14. Do you believe in ghost or super natural power ?

15. What is the Nirvana or Nibbana ?

16. How many peoples in Thailand can attain Nirvana ? How do you know ?

17. Can monks get marriage ?

18. Do you want to live in monkshood all life or forever ? Why or why not ?

19. What is reaction (Karmma) ?

20. What is different between Monks and Novices ?

21. Are monks vegetarian ?

22. Why Buddhists kill animal ?
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uuz11 11 Guide Book ¥99 “Lonely Planet : Thailand” Tuwn Chiang Mai 13
“ Monk Chat A room at Wat Suan Dok (05327 3149, 05327 3105,
05327 3120; Th Suthep,; open Spm—7pm Mon, Wed & Fri) is set aside for
foreigners to meet and chat with novice monks studying at the monastic
university on the monastery grounds. It’s free, and provides an opportunity for
the monastic students to practise their English and for foreigners to learn about
Buddhism and Thai live. To reach the room, enter the wat from the main
entrance and walk straight past the large wihaan to a smaller building 100m or
so into the temple grounds. Turn right at this smaller temples, and watch for the
‘Monk Chat’ signs pointing the way. The monastery asks that visitors dress
modestly — covered shoulders, no shorts or short skirts — and that women visitors
take care not to make physical contact with the monks. ”

(Joe Cummings et al, 2003 : 337)
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- How long have you become a monk ?
- Do you become a monk for your whole life ?
- Why Buddhist monk shave their head ?

- Why monks wear different colours ?
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Comments
Here is some comments of our guests who had participated the Monk Chat program
“It was really interesting to talk and learn about the practice of
Buddhism. Much easier to understand now Thanks! ”
Blair Makinlay from New Zealand
“T found this discussion is very interesting especially the understanding
of how someone become a monk. Thank you very much for your time.”
Chris Butel from Austria
“ Thank you I learned a lot today and I think that this is a great way to
learn about Buddhism and about monks’lives. ”
David Berhowitz from USA
“1 had a great chat with different monks, different point of view. It was

lots of fun and very interesting. Great initiative. ”

Natalie Bourbonnais from Canada
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“It’s wonderful program and give me more knowledge about
Buddhism. ”

Officer of National University, Singaporean
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“ Good opportunity for foreigners to discuss what they’re looking
for.
Student, American
“It is a good way to learn about monks.”
Statistician, USA
“ Very good and worthwhile. It is lovely to experience another culture
at such close hand. ”
Advertising Manager, British
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“ I have enjoyed this time very much. Everyone’s English is very good
and I’m looking forward to speaking with you again. God Bless! ”
Tannon Herman from USA
“ It was a great experience. It was also very interesting to learn about
the monks. They speak very good English too.”

Holly Mcmanus from Australia
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