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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate Thai tourists’ behavior in traveling and
their attitude towards Chiang Mai Night Safari Zoo (CMNSZ), and to determine the factors that
affect the decision to visit CMNSZ. The data used in this study were obtained from an interview
of 400 Thai tourists who have traveled to Chiang Mai Province. Descriptive Statistics, and the
Logit model were employed for the analysis.

The results of the study showed that 58.5 per cent of the tourists were male, 55.25 per
cent of them had bachelor’s degree and 34 per cent of them were private employees. The average
age and average income were 31.27 years old and 19,620 baht per month respectively. Most of
them stayed in Chiang Mai less than 4 days and a half of them used a private car to travel within
Chiang Mai. Many of them thought that the current entrance fee was too expensive. They
suggested that the fee for a child should be less than 51 baht and the fee for an adult should be
between 51 to 100 baht. Only 18.75 per cent of the interviewed tourists had been to CMNSZ and
7.5 per cent went to CMNSZ on this trip. Almost all of them used a private car to go to CMNSZ.

Savana Safari was the most favorite zone of this subsample.



Based on the result from the Logit estimation, Thai tourists are more likely to visit
CMNSZ if the tourists have higher income, have higher education level, spend longer time in
Chiang Mai, prefer nature traveling, visit Chiang Mai with a group or family, agreed that the
entrance fee is reasonable, and used a private car during the time they stayed in Chiang Mai. This
result is consistent with the hypothesis. However, the effect of the age of tourists is not consistent
with the proposed hypothesis. That is the probability of visiting CMNSZ will decrease if the age
of tourists increases. The gender of Thai tourists is not statistically significant in this model. This
implied that gender does not affect the decision to travel CMNSZ. The result from the validity

test showed that the correct prediction of this model is 94.25 percent.



