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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Application of Geographical Techniques and Methods for
Development of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City for Sustainable Tourism” are: 1) to study physical,
social, economic, and cultural conditions arround Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City; 2) to study present
tourism context of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City; 3) to study local people participation in development
of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City as tourism site; and 4) to propose guidelines which are suitable for
development of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City as sustainable cultural tourism site.

The result of the study showed that Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City was established arround 1700
B.C. It is situated at Ban Tha Kan, Tambon Ban Klang, Amphoe San Pathong, Changwat Chiang Mai,
in Chiang Mai — Lamphun Basin and in the middle of Ping and Mae Khan Rivers. It is cultural tourism
attraction by which there are 17 ancient remains dated back to 1800-2200 B.C. founded in the area and
some of them was still buried underground. There has been study, survey, excavation, restoration and
renovation of many ancient remains in Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City since 2508 B.C. up until now.
Recently, there is not much of tourism management in this area. Although there are many tourism
facilities, most of them are not in good conditions. The study of participation of local people toward
development of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City as sustainable tourism site showed that people prefered to
take part in participation at medium level. But at some stages of participation the samplers would like to
take part at high level for example in planning, participation in tourism program or activities, and
allocation of benefits from tourism.

Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City should be developed as “Living Historical City” which can be
implemented by applying landuse classification; control over construction, modification, extension of
buildings located within Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City; and planting more trees, thus for improvement of
landscape arround ancient remains. Besides, tourism facilities and activities should be provided for
attracting more tourists,

The development of Wiang Tha Kan Ancient City as for sustainable tourism site should be
implemented by cooperation among various sectors and it should be carried out on the basis of the need
of local people. The results of this study will be valuable for planning Wiang Tha Kan as sustainable

cultural tourism attraction and for application in other related studies.
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