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Abstract

The objective of this research is to determine the characteristics and
motivation for travel of international tourists and evaluating their attitudes
toward information received from individuals, interpretive signs and printed
material received at main islands in the Tarutao Archipelago (Tarutao
Island and Adang Island which are in Tarutao National Park and Lipe
Island which is outside the park and populated by Sea Gypsy people). A
questionnaire was completed by 375 randomly selected international
tourists at the three islands during 22 December — 21 January 2003.

Information from individuals, interpretive signs and printed
material was analyzed qualitatively. Survey data was analyzed using
percent, average, standard deviation, Chi-Square, ANOVA and t-Test
procedures.

It was found that at the Tarutao National Park islands studied
(Tarutao and Adang) park officials and long tail boat drivers provided
information to tourists as did an information center. At Lipe there were no
park officials and no centrai point providing information for tourists;
tourists had to seek information on their own from local enterprises,
restaurants, guest houses and longtail boat drivers. At Tarutao and Adang
there were some interpretive signs along nature trails but very few signs
were found at Lipe. Most of the printed material was prepared by the
national park. Little printed material was available on Lipe.

Analysis of responscs to the survey questionnaire found that male
and female tourists were nearly equally represented. Two thirds had at least
some college education and almost half had studied at the graduate level.
Tourists came from 30 different nations, primarily Europe. English was the
most common first language. Most were on their first visit to the
archipelago and over half came as a group of two with most tourists staying
five days or more. The primary motivation for coming were rest and
relaxation plus beach and swimming, especially those staying at Lipe while
those staying at Tarutao had a high level of interest in terrestrial nature.
Tourists staying a shorter time (up to four days) expressed more of an
interest in birds, land animals, forests and mangroves than those staying 5
to 7 days. Those staying 5 to 7 days were more interested in beaches and
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swimming. Groups staying mere than 7 days were more interested in
culture than those staying fewer days.

Analysis of attitudes toward information media found that all three
sources (individuals, interpretive signs, and printed material) were quite
helpful with information on fish and corals rated highest. Tourists staying
at Tarutao and Adang rated available information on birds, land animals,
forests, and mangroves higher than those staying on Lipe. Tourists aged 55
or under rated interpretive signs about fish and corals higher than those
aged 56 and over. Tourists with some undergraduate studies rated the
usefulness of information from individuals regarding mangroves higher
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than both tourists with a high school education and tourists who had MU
completed an undergraduate degree. Tourists who had come alone rated the st
printed material on forests higher than tourist who traveled as a group of ¢

two. Tourists expressed in open survey questions a desire for additional
information on terrestrial and marine fauna ard flora, history and culture as
well as appropriately scaled maps showing nature trails. The relatively
high level of education of the international tourists should be considered in
preparing additional information.
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