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Abstract
Research Title:  Rejuvenating Julakathin Ceremony for Tourism Promotion in Chiangrai
Author : Chooglin Ounvijit and others

Faculty : Management Science

Academic Year: 2552

The research describes the present form of the Jullakathin ceremony at Wat Prathat
Phangao and tourists who join the ceremony and proposes how the ceremony can be modified to
promote it for tourism purposes. Quantitative and qualitative data are collected from the ceremony
organizing committee, local people, tourists and documents through in-depth interviews,
questionnaires, and participatory observation. Content analysis and descriptive statistical measures
are used to analyze the data.

The present form of the ceremony is a mixture of old and new cultures. From a small
ceremony participated by the community of believers as a merit-making activity, it has been
transformed into a grand annual ceremony organized by external agencies with light-and-sound
presentations and reception parties. Recently, the TAT intervention promotes the participation of
tourists in the weaving activity of the ceremony.

Tourists who joined the ceremony are mostly residents of Chiangrai and merit-makers
from other provinces. Most of them joined the ceremony for the first time, with an intention to
make merits. They came at the invitation of their friends or relatives. The average time spent in the
ceremony is six hours.

The tourists are highly satisfied with the ceremony. The first three highest satisfactions are
on the conservation of the tradition, the ambience of the temple, and the emphasis on religious
activities. A comparison of their satisfaction based on their demographical attributes reveals
differences of satisfaction in terms of the temple, accommodation, and travel. =~ They have an

opinion that the ceremony helps to conserve culture and weaving, promotes tourism and religious



purposes. They are impressed by the cultural identity, a wide range of folk presentations and their
opportunity to make merits.

The ceremony has high potential for tourism promotion. Measures for pro-active
development include solidifying the concept and format of the ceremony, arranging creative
activities to support tourists’ appreciation, training of information personnel, expanding it into the
Chiangrai Mahaboon Jullakathin Project and intensifying public relations by various methods to

increase the perception of people.
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