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This research was undertaken to present the history and tourism development
of Pra Arthit community as well as to reveal the impacts of tourism to the
transformations of economy, social and culture. In addition, the opinion of area residents
and foreign tourists upon the tourism are also major results.

The finding had been conducted by both qualitative and quantitative
researches. Qualitative data had been collected by in-dept interviews and participant
observation methods applied to not only the area resident but also the business owner
in the area, total 18 cases were surveyed. Quantitative data was sourced from both 114
household populations for the purpose of surveying area resident's opinion to the
tourism and 158 foreign tourists for the purpose of surveying their opinion to Pra Arthit
area. Descriptive techniques; percentage, average and standard deviations were
applied.

The analysis results revealed that the tourism is meaningful to the
transformations of economy, social and culture of the survey community. Economy-wise,
land value is appreciated upon the development of tourism. In addition, twenty percent
of resident have revenue increased whereas the left have worked the unrelated tourism
career. Most of related-tourism businesses are initially established by the outsider who
are trying to close to the existing forty percent original residents through participating in
local ceremonies, however the relationship has not actually closed. Social-wise,
development of tourism attracted the external investors into the area. Tenant housing
business has been established whereas the environment has been deteriorated.
Culture-wise, the traditional ceremonies have been recovered and retrained: for
example, the New Year festival, Songkran and other cultural ceremonies, and so on.

The relationship among people is thus stretched.



Most of all, the survey finding revealed that most of the respondents from
Kien-Ni-Wad and Kai-jae area have proud in their famous communities and agreed to
promote the tourism as well as to develop the regular walking street because the

expected benefit will eventually return to the communities.



