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Nantana Sangpotirat.(2004). Economic, Social and Environmental Changes
Resulting from Agro-tourism : A Case Study Of Buddhamonton District
Nakornpatom Province. Master Thesis, M.A.(Urban Research and
Development). Bangkok : Graduate School, Rajabhat Institute Chandrakasem.
Advisor Commiittee : Assoc.Prof.Dr.Sungsidh Piriyarungsund,

Asst.Prof.Dr.Naphaporn Singhatat.

The purpose of this research was to examine the situation of Agro-Tourism
in Buddhamonton District, the impacts of Agro-Tourism that changed the economics,
social conditions and the environment of the district, together with problems and
obstacles of local entrepreneurs in order to present guidelines for developing Agro-
Tourism in general. The samples consisted of 150 tourists who traveled in Agro-
Tourism way in Buddhamonton District, local entrepreneurs in Agro-Tourism,
government officers concerned and 25 people in the field. The research was
comprised of qualitative methodology, using questionnaires and interviews, observation,
and quantitative data coilection in terms of opinions of the tourists, analyzed by means

of arithmetic, percentages, and descriptive statistics.

The research indicated that -

The year 2004 for Agro-Tourism in Buddhamonton District, mainly involved,
was to visit to fruit orchids and lotus farms and (visit to) Mahasawat House-Keeping
Agricultural Group. Local people gathered as a task force to manage Agro-Tourism in
the area. Agro-Tourism has brought higher income to the people in the community. The
source of income mostly came from entrance fees and the selling of agricultural
products. Employment increased and it created new careers such as operating taxi
boats. The agriculturists were proud of their careers. They had more social contact and
had exchanged the ideas with tourists and entrepreneurs. People in the community
helped each other in keeping clean rivers, canals and households. There was more
reduction in the use of chemical fertilizer in growing plants or flowers. Most of the
tourists came here by themselves with friends or relatives. They heard about the places

from friends or relatives as well. The cost was inexpensive. Tourists were satisfied with



these factors: the information provided at the tourist attractions, the quality of tourguide,
traveling route, drinking water, price of services and agricultural products that were
available. The satisfaction rate for sanitary level of toilets, car parking/ boat parking and
restaurants was medium. If they had more time, most wanted to come back again. The
suggestions for Agro-Tourism development were to increase the number of tourist attractions,

to do public relations consistently and to have agricultural demonstration activites.
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