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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the culture and ways of life of Dharma sanctuaries and
community enterprises in the Tha Chin river basin in Chainat province in order to designate culture-based
tourism routes. The research was conducted through interviews and group discussions, and an assessment
was made of the potential of the Dharma sanctuaries and community enterprises as tourism attractions along
t1e routes. The Dharma sanctuary sample under this study included 8 temples along the bank of Tha Chin
river in Wat Sing district and 10 temples in Pan Kha district. Four community enterprises in Han Kha district
and 7 community enterprises in Wat Sing district were also included in the sample. In all, 18 temple abbots
end 30 community enterprise leaders and members were interviewed or involved in group discussions. The
findings from this study were as follows:

(1) The findings from the study of the culture and ways of life of Tha Chin river basin
community in Chainart province revealed that the community could be divided into two cultural groups:
Chinese and Thai. One Chinese tradition is parading of Chinese Guan Yu god as a form of worshipping
encestors and for good blessings. A Thai cultural tradition performed in the community is Happy Eating Back
"o The Old Days. It is a tradition aimed at preserving Thai culture.

(2) The findings from the study of Dharma sanctuaries and community enterprises along the
Tha Chin river basin indicated that 8 temples and 1 shrine in Wat Sing district, and 9 temples in Han Kha
district had the potential to become tourist attractions based on their traditional practices on important Buddhist
holidays. (2.1) Assessment of Dharma sanctuaries in Wat Sing district as potential tourist attractions
indicated that the following temples had high potential : Wat Pak Klong, Wat Ma Kham Tao, Wat Song
Sawuay, Wat Patum Taram, and Wat Sing Satid respectively. Dharma sanctuaries in Han Kha district with high
potential included Wat Tha Krisna, Wat Tha Bot, Wat Mai Siriwattanaram, Wat Mai Wongduan and Wat
Klong Chan respectively. (2.2) Assessment results for community enterprises indicated that red vine weaving
group had the highest potential. Groups with moderate potential were batlk making, clothes hanger making,
Klong Kot rattan weaving,

(3) Based on the study of cuiture, ways of life and the community enterprises in Tha Chin river
Dasin, two tourism routes could be designated. The first tourism route lies in Wat Sing district callad
“Eizht Temples And One Kuan Yu God Shrine Worship”. The trip begins at Wat Pak Klong Makamtao and
continues onto rattan cover weaving, Wat Sing Satid, Wat Panich Wanaram, Wat Kot Maram, Thai desserts
making, herbal joss sticks making, Wat Song Sawei, Wat Sattarart, Wat Kuen Poltep, Mae Nok Keao chili paste
making, plastic weaving, Nong Jik weaving, Wat Patum Taram and batik making. The second tourism route
.ies in Han Kha district and is named “Nine Temple And One Shrine Worship”. The trip begins at Wat Mai
Siriwattanaram and continues onto Wat Tha Krisna, red vine weaving, Wat Klong Tham, rattan weaving, Wat
Kleng Kasem, Wat Mai Wongduan, Wat Klong Chan, Thai musical instruments making, clothes hangers
making, Wat Tha Bot, Wat Kok Noo and Wat Tha Keao.
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