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Suphanburi, a province with a long history, is a good geographical location for
settlement, whether small communities or larger urban ones. Based on historical studies,
U-Thong District, Suphanburi is where the ancient town of U-Thong was situated. The
town’s history spans three periods: Pre-Historic, Suvarnabhumi, and Tavaravadee. In 1935,
U-Thong was registered as an historic town under the supervision of the Office of
Archeology, Fine Arts Department.

Not long afterwards, the expansion of the urban community began to encroach
on the ancient town area for agricultural and housing purposes. Therefore, the Fine Arts
Department established a policy to allow people to rent the land on a yearly contract basis
for the two purposes mentioned. As a result, the historic town site of U-Thong has
experienced drastic changes. At present, besides being rented by ordinary people, some
parts of the ancient town area house government offices. In addition, there are no
regulations to limit construction in restricted zones. For example, a six-lane road was
constructed in the area of the ancient town. Consequently, the existing architecture has not
been preserved to reflect the past importance of the ancient town of U-Thong.

Due to these problems, the purpose of this study was to devise a plan for
architectural conservation and landscape improvement to help preserve the historic town
U-Thong and to enable it to become a tourist attraction. This, it is hoped, will lead to a
better preservation of the historical meaning and atmosphere of the ancient town for both
tourists and other interested parties. This will also promote the community to become a
more pleasant place to live.To conclude, the two main findings from the study are: The
importance of a conservation and landscape development plan of the ancient town of U-
Thong to preserve it as a living monument.Guidelines must be established to design and
improve the architectural landscape of the ancient town of U-Thong.
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