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NOPPAWAN PRESIRIKRAN : ECOTOURISM AND SUS‘I:AIN ABLE DEVELOPMENT
:A CASE STUDY OF THREE COMMUNITIES NEXT TO KHAO YAI NATIONAL
PARK. THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR : ASST.PROF. BUTAKRAN RATJATRON,
CO-ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.SOMCHAI RATANAKOMUT, 283 pp.
This thesis is a case study of the relationship between communities and interest groups as well
; how the tourism development public policy affected different interest groups in Moo Si and Nong
ieang Community, Pakchong District, Nakonrachasima Province. Research tools included review
scondary data from various sources and in-depth interviews related.stakeholders such as government
fficials in Khao Yai National Park, NGOs and community leaders.

The study found that communities have low level of participation and receive little benefit
rom tourism development policy in Khao Yai National Park area. Commumtws major source of
ncome came from: agricultural and general employment. In contrast, investor is a group who eamn
renefit the most from land broker business and other tourism related businesses such as Hotel, Resort,
’esticide Residue Free Vegetable and Fruits and Farms. Only few numbers of local people that title
‘or land ownership, most of the land have been sold to investors althbugh the land has no certificate of
»wnership. However, communities and interest groups have low level of conflict because both of their
senefit from the tourism development policy. Buf in a long term, in order to achieve sustainable
ourism development and preserve natural resources in Khao Yai National Park, investors as a
1ewentries have to work with communities. Moreover, Local Authorities have to regulate and co-

xdinate by using information technology and public management tools.
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