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SOISON RATTASOMBOON: ECOTOURISM DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES
FOR KOH LIBONG COMMUNITY , TRANG PROVINCE
THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.WANNASILPA PEERAPUN, Ph.D 231 pp.

The objectives of this thesis are: 1',[ to study tourism development and types of
tourism at the present, 2) to study tourism résource and tourist attractions; 3) to analyze
the capacity to carry the ecotourism development; and 4) to suggest a set of ecotourism
guidelines for Koh Libongeommunity.

Tourism in KehvLibong has started since 1982, fecusing on the seagrass bed
areas around the island where visitors ar'é :able 10 see large herds of Dugongs. Since
1999, tourism promotion i-n Trang_;prqyinqgﬁas made Koh Libong more attractive to
visitors, as well as busiqﬂss‘_invpstdr&:fm@pﬁtside the island. Koh Libong's has 3 types
of tourism resources : nature: gnﬁia'l. cultu;é,gangi ways of living, and history. Many
interesting attractions has not beeﬁdeveldéé_ﬂ,_ howewver. The analysis of carrying
capacity reveals that tourism déiélﬁﬁmenl.'ié;ééf;ﬁe certain areas should be carefully
implemented. They ‘inélude conserved iwﬁ%;%ﬁgraas bed areas, coral and
underwater bedrock areas, and the Muslim.community..Changes in these areas would
affect the ecosystem; the natural environment, and the Iucai_penple’s way of life.

The proposed ecotourism guidelines focus on the ecosystem and the social and
culture of Muslim.community. They include spatial development guidelines for
conservation areas;and community areas, management guidelines centered around
public_participation and community-based tourism which harmonize with the needs of

local people in Koh'Libong.
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