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Home slay lodging is a type ol accommodation whereby tourists or visilors stay in a home with the

homeowners to leam the latter's culture and way of life. ln addition lo providing accommodation in return for

reasonable service fees. the homeowners share their culture and knowiedge. Thus. this is a kind of housing

devetopment that has emerged as eco-tourism is cunently promoted by the govemment. This research aims to

survey the polential of housing development in the fo.m of home stay in Koh Kret, Pak Kret Districl, Nonlhaburi

P.ovince lor eco-tourism promolion and determine pmblsms that might Iesult ftom such development.

The.e u€re two sample groups in this research: one for a quantiiative study and the other for a qualitative

study. The former sample group consists of 27'l people, representing a total 838 households in seven villages in Koh

Kret. The research toolwas a queslionnaire. The sample group for the qualitative study consists of 11 people. chosen

specifically from spiritual leade6, community administration leaders and home stay accommodation operators. The

research tool was an interview. ln addition. there was a survey ol tourism resources in Koh Kret by keeping records

and taking pholographs.

The research findings are as follows: 1) The physical conditions of the housing in Koh Kret are favorable to

home stay accommodation developmenl. 2) Sixty-three households, or 23.3yo. have a high potentisl for this

development, meetlng the lwo requirements, namely, an interest to participate in the development and owning a

house that can receive home stay visitors. 3) Ninety-seven p€r cent of the household representatives accept home

stay development on Koh Kret. 4) Most community leaders do not object lo lhe home stay development on Koh l(et.

5) Koh KIei has a few outstanding features including the riverside way of lire along the Chao Phraya River, being an

island near Bangkok, its unique culture and kadilions of Mon descendants living in the area and pottery making.

6) Problems and bariers that may result from the development include marketing, accommodation reservation

network, ccordination with private tour operators and govemment work units, advertising and public relations,

competition for customers, and pricecuttiog among home stay accommodation operators. Visito6 and home owners

may also have different expectations regarding quality of service, food, hygiene, and safety. ln addition, there are

social and cultural impacts. The privacy of the family may be compromised. Fighting for customers may lead to a rifl

in the community. lt is recommended that those households or communities expecting home stay accommodation

development considerthese probtems carefully.


