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Abstract

This strdy on the direction and srarcgies for the development of "Koh Changl' (in Trat

province) as the sustainable resouroe for ecotourism has is objective to assess the changing

environmens for identifting the direction for efficient and effective development of ..Koh

Changl', resulting in the higher benefit from the limited budget of rhe government and the natural

resources of the country. It utilized the qualitative research method by obtaining dau from

relevant academic documenls and from an in-depth interview of 33 informants &om various

agencies, such as thc provincial administrators from both rhe government sectors and the privatc

seclors, the persons doing tourism business and the community people.

Thc results from the study rcvcaled that the situation of "Koh Changl' has been in

undesirable shhrs (Question marks). Atthough severa.l externat environmcnt lactors have

supported opportunities for developmenr (i.e. technology, economy, external physical

environment and governrnent policy have been the oppornrnity factors, but social-culnrral

environments havc been the tlueat factors), internal environrnent factors have still impeded to

the developrnent (i.e. naoral resource facors and internal physical facrors have been strong,

but community economy, huruan resource in corumunity, communiql power,s strucur€ and

community adminisration).

Fmm the sody, the snatcgies for the devclopment of the area snrdied should be

emphasized. in promoting the knowledge and the awareness of the people in ecotourism,

strcnglhening the community administration, stimul6ting more participation of comriunity
people, identifying clear developmcnt objectives- In this sinutioq the subility and growth

stratcgies have becn appropriatc, and some weahesses should be improved. In addition, &e

suzarcness of the tourists, the cornmunity pcople, and the agencies conccrned both the pubtic and

the private scctors shortd be promoted. The refonnation'of the legistation of tourism and

environmenul conservation and the cffective rrse of lhe laws and regulations should be raken ino
oonsideration for sustainable development under changing environment.

This s0dy recornmended that the government shoutd issue a specific ddvelopment plan

with an crophasis on cducating peopte abour ecotourisrn, srenthening the capabiliries of
commuaities as well as persrnnel of the public and rhe privarc sectors, improving the pollution

treatrtrent s)rstem' and issuing laws anri regutations relarcd, and conducting effective connot. In
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control. In additioq the operation agencies responsible for participatory mtDagement of nafiral

resourcc conscrvation should stimulatc thc participation of oorumunity pcoplc to take part in thc

resource conseryation plan, disseminate the infonnation to make more undersanding of
ecotourism. among target pcoplc, and strengtheo 

"966rrnity 
management for the srstainable

development of "Koh Changl' appropriately.
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