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Abstract

This study on the direction and strategies for the development of “Koh Chang” (in Trat
province) as the sustainable resource for ecotourism has its objective to assess the changing
environments for identifying the direction for efficient and effective development of “Koh
Chang”, resulting in the higher benefit from the limited budget of the government and the natural
resources of the country. It utilized the qualitative research method by obtaining data from
relevant academic documents and from an in-depth interview of 33 informants from various
agencies, such as the provincial administrators from both the government sectors and the private
sectors, the persons doing tourism business and the community people. |

The results from the study revealed that the situation of “Koh Chang” has been in
undesirable status (Question marks). Although several external environment factors have
supported opportunities for development (i.e. technology, economy, external physical
environment and government policy have been the opportunity factors, but social-cultural
environments have been the threat factors), internal environment factors have still impeded to
the development (i.e. natural resource factors and internal physical factors have been strong,
but community economy, human resource in community, community power’s structure and
community administration).

From the stdy, the strategies for the development of the area studied should be
emphasizcd'in promoting the knowledge and the awareness of the people in ecotourism,
strengthening the community administration, stimulating more participation of comn?unity
people, identifying clear development objectives; In this situation, the stability and growth
strategies have been appropriate, and some weaknesses should be improved. In addition, the
awareness of the tourists, the community people, and the agencies concerned both the public and
the private sectors should be promoted. The reformation of the legislation of tourism and
environmental conservation and the effective vse of the laws and regulations should be taken into
consideration for sustainable development under changing environment.

This study recommended that the government should issue a specific dévelopment plan
with an emphasis on educating people about ecotourism, strenthening the capabilities of
communities.as well as persumicl of the public and the private sectors, improving the pollution

treatment system, and issuing laws and regulations related, and conducting effective control. In




control. In addition, the operation agencies responsible for participatory management of natural
resource conscrvation should stimulate the participation of community people to take part in the
resource conservation plan, disseminate the information to make more understanding of
ecotourism' among target people, and strengthen community management for the sustainable

development of “Koh Chang” appropriately.
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