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This thesis, "The Construction of Chiang Mai's Beautiful Image, 1921-1957" will examine the
process in making Chiang Mai a beautiful region of modern Thailand. By doing this, the city's beautiful
image is identified in 3 different aspects: beauty of pature, uniqueness of culture, and women's beauty.

The study shows that the forming of Chiang Mai's beautiful image derives from the change of
Siam's policy towards Chiang Mai since the reign of King Chulalongkerm. Siam's attempted to integrate
Chiang Mai into her system of jpolitics. economics and society. When the railway project between
Bangkok - Chiang Mai was completed in 2464 B &, Chiang Mai became greatly influenced by Bangkok,
especially in economy and modern culture. The Thai government after 2475 B.E. focuses on the policy
to unite Chiang Mai as northern region of Thailand. Under Field Marshal Piboonsongkram's leadership, a
nationalist policy was introduced, in which “Thainess™ was promoled in terms economics, society,
culture. Apart from that, a political idea of “Pan Thal* was reinfarced, in order to establish powerful
Thailand. Hence, the Norti and Chiang Maiwere pronmtg_ﬁas “Beautiful Thai region” which means the
region of high culture, fertiled land, and friendly people. Furthermore, The Royal Thai State Railway also
kept introducing tourism in the Chiang Mai area, in order to encourage ils income. All of these factors
enabled the construction of Chiang Mai's beautiful image to be processed by various group of people,
from both Bangkok and Chiang Mai. In Bangkok, promoted the “Beauty” of Chiang Mai was promoted
in play, novels, and other sorts of wrilings. Songs, films and other contemparary performances usually
mentioned Chiang Mai’anddils beauly. Locally, both businessmen-and middie class Chiang Mai people
helped promote tourism and presenting an image of Chiang Mai as a cullural city. The management
from both Banghkeok @nd, Chiang-Mai-sides went, along well. Being repeatedly-repraduced, the three
Chiang Mai's beautiful images remain’ in (public’perception. This i why the.statement: *Beautiful Thai

regon” is widespread recognized in Thai society.
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