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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research is aimed at investigating how Thai Buffalo Village was
founded and what the village founder’s goals and idealism for inheritance of local way of living
and culture are in order to promote ecotourism, how the use of local media as cultural investment
can reflect the identity of the local culture in the central part of Thailand and whether it
corresponds with the founder’s objectives. Furthermore, the research also focused on studying
visitors to the village about their impression and understanding of the village founder’s idealism.
Documentary research, in-depth interview and participatory observation were used for data
collection. The target group studied consisted of community leaders, residents living inside and

outside the village including tourists totaling 32 persons.

The findings were as follows

1. Thai Buffalo Village was founded on March 16, 2002 by Mr. Prapan Pothisuthon,
the former MP of Chart Thai Party. His objectives in establishing the village were to (1) conserve
Thai buffalos from extinction and properly nurture them (2) provide Thai people and future
generations with the knowledge of local way of living Thai ancestors in the central part of
Thailand led in ancient time and (3) campaign against beef consumption. If these three goals are

achieved, the model of eco-tourism to attract visitors to Thai Buffalo Village can be developed.



2. Local media used by Thai Buffalo Village as cultural investment can reflect the
identity of local culture of the central part of Thailand. Five major types of media include (1) the
central Thai performing arts such famous local singing called “Pleng Esacw” (2) the central Thai
architecture such central Thai-style houses, tools and equipment for Thai farmer’s way of living
(3) central Thai customs, traditions and culture such simulated Thai wedding ceremony (4) local
Thai way of living in the central part of Thailand and (5) Thai traditional cuisine such as sweets

LRI

made from eggs and sugar called “Foi - Thong”, “Thong - Yip” and “Thong - Yod”.

3. Visitors to Thai Buffalo Village had good understanding of the village founder’s
goals and idealism as follows: (1) Thai Buffalo Village is the place established to conserve Thai
buffalos from extinction and to campaign against beef consumption (2) understanding and
knowledge about the central Thai way of living and culture such as Thai traditional wedding
ceremony and Thai farmer’s way of living inherited for tourists so that they can better learn about
Thai culture (3) insight into the conservation of local performing arts such “Pleng Esaew”, the
central Thai local singing which is rare to be seen nowadays and (4) understanding of the village

founder’s expectation for Thai Buffalo Village to be a dominant attraction of eco-tourism.

To sum up, Thai Buffalo Village was established on the purpose of conserving Thai
buffalos from extinction, campaigning against beef consumption as well as providing simulated
the central Thai way of living and culture for future generations to study by using various types of
local media which reflect the central Thai local culture and all of these lead to the development of

a model of eco-tourism of Thai Buffalo Village.
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