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Abstract

The study on “communication network for Eco-tourism development: A case
study in Phakhai District, Ayuthaya Province” was mixed with both qualitative and
quantitative research methods. Four communities on the banks of the Noi River were
chosen for the study. They were: Phakhai Municipality, Lard Chado Municipality, Na
Khok Tambal Administrative Organization, and Lard Chid Tambol Administrative Organization.
The purposes of the study were: (1) to synthesize the changes in Phakhai District from
the past to the present, (2) to estimate thé readiness from four indicators: cooperation of
the members, piers, shops for community products and houses for home-stay, and (3) to
analyze communication network to develop Phakhai District to be an Eco-tourism source.

The results of the study indicated that Phakhai District was the old community
traced back to the Lopburi period, i.e. King Rama V visited their twice. From the archive
of the royal visit by Somde;j Kromphrayadamrongrajanubhap (1904) and the record of

King Rama V (1908). Phakhai was not only famous for its cultures, traditions and

previous ancient places but also its agricultural products and aquatic animals. Since the
working-force people migrated their home land to work in big cities where they left
behind the old and children and many ancient places in deserted. Luckily, Phakhai still
had 1ts own cultural and natural fund that should be restored to be tourist reso urces.

For the readiness of people in Eco -tourism development, it was found that the
samples from every community rather had good knowledge and understanding. For the
realization, Na Khok Tambol Administrative Organization had the hi ghest average point,
and then Lard Chid Tambol Administrative Organization, Phakhai Municipality and Lard
Chado Municipality respectively. For the cooperation of the sampling groups, Lard Chid

T'AO had the highest average point and followed by Na Khok TAO, Phakha Municipality




and Lard Chado Municipality. For the readiness of the community leaders, the Chiefs of

Na Khok TAO and Lard Chid TAO rightly understood the meaning of Eco-tourism. The

Lord Major of Lard Chado Municipality gave the best idea on Eco-tourism in expect and
then the chief of Lard Chid TAO, Na Khok TAO, and the president of Ban Khiaw
community. For the readiness of each community to be developed for Eco-tourism, Na
Khok TAT had the best possibility and then Lard Chid TAO.

For the topic on “Communication network to develop the Noi River to be an

Eco - tourism source, the samples were divided into 3 groups: (1) Civil officials, the

chiefs of districts were considered as the most important Personal media that could be
integrated with four qualifications, i.e. developer, negotiator, consultant and supervisor.
For the communication among the civil officials, two kinds of communication were used
full-circulate communication link and information channel in both vertical and horizontal
ways.  For the communication among the groups, both formal and informal
communications were used. (2) Community leaders consisted of local political officials.
The results showed that the Lord Major of Lord Chado and the Chief of Na Khok TAO
received mformation from government documents, district meeting, neighbours, friends
and relatives. The president of Ban Khiaw community members, the chief of Na Khok
T'AQ called an informal meeting, placed posters, gave an announcement through the loud
speaker and talk similar to The Lord Major of Lard Chado and the Chief of Lard Chid
TAOQ regardless of placed posters, while the president of Ban Khiaw community called an

informal meeting. It was shown that the Chief of Na Khok got most imnformation and

spread 1t to his members through way of communication. According to additional
observation and interview, Sri Wichian community in Na Khok TAO is the most ready
community because of a strong woman leading group and relatives who ran permanent
business to support.

The informal interview 243 samplings were indicated that almost half of the

samplings never had any information about how to develop the community to be an Eco-

tourism resource. For those samplings who had received the information, they mostly got
It from personnal media, loud speaker and government doccuments.  Most samplings wanted
to get information in addition from communication tools mentioned above.

For suggestions, if the government wants to develop Phakhai District to be an
Eco-tourism resource, the management should be as follows: (1) to set up tourism

organization originated from the cooperation between government and private sector to

ar




cohesively play the role together and use information link in the form of formal and
informal ways. (2) To set up communication network among communities in order to
exchange their work, data, plans, and practices. (3) To develop tourist websit‘e for the
ready communities, i.e. Na Khok TAO and Lard Chid TAQO. From the field survey, data
analysis and sampling interview, the Noi River in the area of Phakhaj District can be

certainly developed into an Eco-tourism resource.





