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Abstract

The Management Strategies for Tourism Development in the Provinces Bordering

Thailand and Cambodia : Case Studies in Sakaew ., Buriram , Surin and Sisaket Provinces.

- Objectives

The objectives of this research were 1) to survey and collect data related to supply of
tourism resources and services available in the four province bordering Thailand and Cambodia,
which include tourism destinations and infrastructure such as transportation routes, electricity ,
water supply, telephone services, accommodation, restaurants. souvenir shops and rest areas, 2) to
assess the potentials and qualities of these tourism resources in order to find suitable measures to
promote them, 3) to study the existing routes in the four provinces and to suggest new routss
for tourism purposes , 4) to study tourist behaviour while visiting the four provinces , including
their motivations in visiting these provinces and Thailand, modes of travel, length of study, food
consumption patterns, expenses, levels of interest in visiting certain destinations in these
provinces and their perceptions of Thailand , 5) to estimate the demand of tourism sites , and to

find out factors affecting nature and cultural tourism in Thailand, 6) to examine tourism

strategies and policies of the four provinces.

Research Methods

. Documentary research including data available from Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Sakaew , Buriram , Surin and Sisaket provinces.

2. Survey research using questionnaires to Interview tourists visiting Sakaew province,
Elephant Festival in Surin, Phanom Rung Sanctuary in Buriram, and Preach Vihear Sanctuary in
Sisaket. 403 tourist samples were obtained.

3. Evaluation of tourism sites in the four provinces by selected expertises. 65 tourism
sites were evaluated. Some tour companies, hotels, restaurants, souvenir shops and agencies
related to tourism were also evaluated.

4. SWOT analysis of the four provinces.
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Research Findings

One of the research findings corresponded to the action plan to develop and promote
tourtsm in Northeastern Thailand and the action plans to develop tourism in Nakonratchasima,
Buriram, Surin, Sisaket and Ubonratchatani provinces. Strategies suggested are as follow 1) Using
Sakaew province as a hub for tourists visiting Siam Reap in Cambodia 2) Using Sisaket as a
hub for tourists visiting Siam Reap via Sa Ngam Pass 3) Using folk wisdom as attractions such
as tours to silk —weaving villages in Surin and Sisaket, to handicraft — making villages in Surin
4) Using the motto each province to create a unique brand 5) Co-operation between. private
sectors and local authorities to create new tourism products 6) Promoting overland tours to
archaeological sites in Cambodia using the four provinces as tourism hubs 7) Considering

establishing entertainment compresses near the border of Thailand and Combodia.






