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Thesis Title  The Sustainable Development of Tourism : A Case Study of Taling Chan Floating Market

Researcher Mrs. Sumrauy Mekvorawut. Master of Aris (Social Sciences for Development). Dhonburi
Rajabhat University. Thesis advisors: (1) Asst. Prof. Dr. Suthichai Nopnakipong (2) Assoc, Prof,
Somjit Luanchamreon (3) Dr. Jariya Klinjan. Academic year : 2007. 135 pp. Keywords:

sustainable development, eco-tourism, floating market

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study an analysis of sustainable development of tourism at
the Taling Chan Floating Market by using qualitative research methodology. The participants were composed
of local people who were the members of the executive committees in the Taling Chan Floating Market
Alliance and in Taling Chan community.

The study found three phrases of the development of tourism in Taling Chan Floating Market :
(1) the Taling Chan Floating Market in the past (before 1987) (2) the Taling Chan Floating Market in the
agricultural goods period (1987-1997) and (3) the Taling Chan Floating Market in the canal tour period (1997-
2005). The development was affecied by physical changes of the environment and the construction of infra-
structure, including floods, road construction, acts regulating water traffic, the Notional Socio-Economic Plan,
the Tourism Promotion Policy, the encouragement of cooperative ideas and eco-tourism. The framework of
tourism in the agricultural goods market period (1987-1997) emphasized the sales of the agricultural goods in
Taling Chan Community, the market being managed by Taling Chan regional officials. In the third phase
(1997-20035), there were more activities like musical shows accompanied with canal tours that showed the
co-operation between the communities and the Taling Chan Floating Market. Moreover, there were various
projects of co-operation among Taling Chan Alliance, and, for example, social groups, temple groups and

gardeners’ groups, many emphasizing eco-tourism. This helped promote the canal tours, starting in 2002, at the

Taling Chan Floating Market.
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