Research Title : Local Guide Capability Improvement ardund the Area of Plant Genetics
Conservation Project under The Royal In‘itiation of Her Royal Highness

Princess Maha Chakri Sirindorn Kok Phutaka, Phu wiang, Khon Kaen.

Researchers : Sunee Leowpenwong
Krailert ~ Taweekul

Kosit Chaengsakul

Office : Research Center for Mekong Regional Tourism

Khon Kaen University

Financial Support :  Khon Kaen University Research Budget

Fiscal Year of 2005

Abstract

The objective of the project is to provide training for members of local communities in
order that they become tourist guides able to inform visitors about the various indigenous plants
and to stress the importance of their preservation in and around the Kok Phutaka area.

Initially a survey was conducted in Kok Muang village on the entrance road into Phutaka
to discover the levels of local knowledge concerning Kok Phutaka, this knowledge could then be
rassed on to the younger members of the community. One community member should be trained
to become the tourism officer and guide for Kok Phutaka.

The result of the survey showed that Kok Muang was a medium sized village. home to
102 families with a total population of about 500 people. The villagers follow the ancient,
northeastern, way of life and have a have a deep knowledge of nature and the usc of natural raw
materials ia the manufacture of woven fabrics and reed mats. Residents of Kok Phutaka could
pass on the knowledge of the development of Mcong Lub Lea community in Phu Wiang and
indicate an arca of forest suitable for the location of a site for the project to protect the indigenous
plants in accordance with the edict of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

The community will use an arca of designated land in Kok Phutaka to develop its

potential for tourism and create a sense o f responsibility for the environment. No progress has



been made at this time because of the onset of the ‘rainy’ season which has hindered the training

of guides on site and due to the lack of personnel able to pass-on tfleir knowledge to the younger

members of the community.
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Local Guide Capability Improvement Around the Area of Plant Genetics
Conservation Project under The Royal Initiation of Her Royal Highness Princess

Maha Chakri Sirindhon, Kok Phutaka, Phu Wiang, Khon kaen.
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