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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to 1) examine the attitude of the communities toward
water tourism, 2)study the attitude of the communities toward readiness and participation in
management and development of water tourism, 3) examine the attitudes of tourists toward water
tourism, and 4) analyze strengths and weaknesses of opportunities for, and threats to the studied
area in regard to water tourism.

Data was collected from 1) people living in the Chainat municipal area (245
households) , Makham Thao Subdistrict, wat singha District area (13 households) and Khung
Sampao Subdistrict, Manorom District (87 households) 2) tourists visiting the Chainat municipal
area (50 cases), Makham Thao Subdistrict, wat singha District (30 cases) and Khung Sampao
Subdistrict, Manorom District (20 cases) and 3) key informants including the governor,
a representative from the Tourism Authority of Thailand, a representative from Tourism Sports
and Recreation Center Chainat Province, Mayor of Chainat Municipality, a representative From
makham Toa Subdistrict Administrative office and a representative from Khung Sampao
Subdistrict.

This study was Quantitative and Qualitative research. Data was collected using
Questionnaires, interview guides and non-participant observation in both ground and water areas.
Data was analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

Results were as followed:

1) The attitude of the communities toward water tourism was positive rather than
negative. The attitude of male and female toward water tourism was not different: both believed

that water tourism will bring benefits to them and the communities.



2) The communities were ready to cooperate in developing water tourism but the
government’s cooperation was needed. This means that the communities would like to participate
in developing water tourism; howrver, The government had yet to provide a budget for
development.

3)The primary strength of Chainat province lies in its natural beauty and the scenic
Chao Praya River. Weakenesses were a lacking of advertising and inconvenient ground
transportation. The policies of the provincial government and other related organizations toward
developing water tourist attractions presents an opportunity for the province the principle threat to
development of water tourism in Chainat is that existing tourism businesses are more interested in

neighboring provinces.



