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Abstract

On meandering banks of the 641 kilometers Mun River, wetland forests are presented
along with human settlements. Plentifut wildlife animals were noted but have been diminishing
nowadays. The study of the potentiality of reptile habitats in the catchment areas along the Mun
surveyed 5 provinces in the Lower Northeastern Region: Nakornratchasima, Surin, Buriram, Sri
Saket and Ubolratchathani. It was found that numbers of two animal identities of the Mun river:
smooth-coated otter (Lutra perspicillata) and water monitor (varanus salvator) have been
declined. Water moniter colonies are found only in Nakornratchasima province.

Water moniter, thus, is the potential reptile for ecological tourism in the Mun river. 1t was
studied in details about habitat and zoolegical information. 34 water moniters were caught during
the study by "jan” (a specific tool developed by the project to catch live - 4 leg animals). The
largest catch was 2.21 meters long and weigh 20 kilograms. Other animals were also mentioned
.9. fresh water crocodile (Crocodilus siamensis), common soft-shelled turtle { Trionyx
cartilageneus), lizards, snakes, frogs, shell, ray and fish.

The fourism potentiality of wildlife habitat was evaluated that there are 2 potential areas
along the Mun River. Both are water moniter habitats in Nakornratchasima province. They are at
Ban Tachang, Chalermprakiet district and Ban Taluang, Phimai district where people conserve
animals and take good care of river,



