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ABSTRACT

This research concerns social change in the relationship between male and female
genders in the Phuthai community, an ethnic group in Northeast Thailand. The new context
of socio—economic and modern culture as well as commercial cultural management and
cultural tourism, have reshaped social relation betweens men and women.

In this study, the researcher collects data and information in terms of quantity
research. Research/semi research documents, interview sheets, and participation/non-
participation observations are used. Informants include women who are involved in tourism
management, heads of families, and presidents of village tourism management groups. The
area scope of the research is within the village of Khok Kong, Kutwa Sub District,
Kuchinarai District, Kalasin Province, Thailand.

The researcher found that the community of Phuthai has one of the programs
within the Thai government policy on economic development aimed at communal cultural
tourism. This project affects the community in its productive systems, social norms, and
gender relations. The Phuthai community has changed their ways of making a living. They
have adopted selling services in the tourism industry combined with traditional land
cultivation practices.

The custom of spatial usage among women in the community has changed.
Phuthai women used to be “inside” the house, but now are “outside”, i.e., in public. They
participate directly in economic activity. The traditional work of the Phuthai woman within
her own space formerly was not involved with the family’s monetary income. Now her
work situation/space has changed to provide service for tourists which directly contributes
to family income, thus, providing economic value to the family and to the community. At
the same time, the relationships between Phuthai women and men, as generated in the

context of cultural tourism, has been both rebalanced and beneficial.



This social phenomenon is a reflection of communal adjustment to a new social
environment which is not directly controlled by the state. The community, however, has
come up with their own social adjustment. They use custom, culture, and communal
intelligence to form the new gender relationship which fit within the context of development

in productive capitalism through communal cultural tourism.
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