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The Impact of Tourism to Local Community in The Area of Phimai Historical Park

ABSTRACT

This rescarch was survey research. The objectives of this research were study the impact of tourism to
local comtnunity in the area of Phimai Historical Park; 1) To study tourism development of Phimai Historical
Park 2) To study tourism activities in Phimai Historical Park 3) To study tourism impact to the ways of life and
social community of Phimai District 4) To proposed the guidelines for sustainable tourism development in Phimai
Historical Park. The population studied were two groups; the sampling for interviews were community leaders and
local tourist guides: Phimai Lord Mayor, Phimai Historical Park officer 5 people and youth tourist guides from
Phimai Witiya 20 students; total 26 people by using purposive sampling.

The sampling for questionaire was local people in Phimai District by using accidental sampling
400 people from the whole population 5,210 people (The National Ecenomic and Social Commitiee, 2004)
by using Taro Yamane formula (Yamane, 1970: 725), size of deviation 5 percent, the SPSS program was used for
the data analysis through the use of statistical value, frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation
being both maximum and minimum value, but the data with open-ended questions had been summarized as
an essay.

The findings were:

Tourism development of Phimai Historical Park;

Economic side: Trasportation within community has been changed the most. The section which
has been changed Jowest was convenient of public utility.

Social side: The most changing was time sharing within family. The section which has been
changed lowest was entertrainment and service complex.

Cultural side: The most changing was time and place for the religious and traditional festival. The
section which has been changed lowest was using technology with authentic life.

Environmental side: The most changing was air, sound and smell pollution. The section which
has been changed lowest was increasing car.

- From the study, tourism changing of Phimai Historical Park found that the most changing was
cultural side. The section which has been changed lowest was social side and the tourism changing of Phimai
Historical Park was at high level.

Tourism activities in Phimai Historical Park;

Plznning side: For the most of community participation was tourism planning and management.

Decision side: For the most community participation was sharing idea for setting up tourism

activities.



Practice side: For the most community participation was time and place for a religious and
traditional festival, mean was 3.77 and lowest was involving renovated and built facilities with tourism resources.

Benefit side: For the most community participation was giving important informations to the
official of community learder in terms of tourism activities.

Follow-up side: For the most community participation was follow-up community participation
activilies and encouraged toutism and cooperated in an evaluation the battle field or public refation to tourists to
be cautious in terms of tourism resources and conservation for constant and stable sites.

Analysis the tourism impacts from tourism development in Phimai Historical Park

The study of analysis the tourism impacts from tourism development in Phimai Historical Park
emphasize on the ways of life and social environment of Phimai community. Therefor, tourism impacts have two
types to consist of positive impact and negative impact by the side as follows:

Economic side: The most positive impact was consist of main career and assistant career, and the
second was land’s value in community. The most negative impact was family’s spending and the second was
economic problem about 71-75 percent (Mean was 3.63) and unemployed of members.

Social side: The most positive impact was career of tourism, it built revenue to community, and
the second was civilization that tourism bring civilize to community and set up cooperation in community. The
most negative impact was career, emphasize on local people have been taken by outsider, and the second was
education of local people never growth and tourism brought criminak problem.

Cultural side: The most positive impact was using language, and the second was appling
technology to the ways of life and local food. The most negative impact was tourism could made betlief and
authentic belief to deteriorated.

Environmental side: The most positive impact was tourism could made local people take care
environment, and the second was clean toilet. The most negative impact was crowded areas in tourism resources,
and the second was the high building setting up cover beautiful views and touristn made more rubbish.

Guidelines for sustainable tourism development in Phimai Historical Park

From the interviewing community leader and local tourist guides regarding guidelines for tourism
development found that the guidelines for economic devetopment, should have more supporting and developing
local tourist guides for increasing revenue to the community and should have developing quality of local products.
For social side, should managed entcn;ainmcnt complex in Phimai area by under controlling of Phimai Municipal.
For cooperatation, should have participation with local community in terms of prevent crimes by developing
throughout knowledge and merit system. Cultural side, should support and conservation in tradition. For
environment, should have convinee the community and youth to concem the environment. Guidelines for tourism

development in Phimai Historical Park should have community participation for proper and sustainment,

as follow:



The impact that happened 4 both of a side, can bring the guidelines for tourism development in Phimai
Historical Park for proper and sustainment, as follow:

|. Heritage and antiques conservation, including good culture within local community.

2. Restoration, ancient remains, antiques, for strongly sustaining.

3. Participating in tourism development of local community, in the characteristic of social network
from every sectors,

4. Building economic rewards with conservation activities.

5. Building conscious activitics in respect the social rules.

6. Participating in natural environment conservation, cooperate with natural environment development

for completencss.





