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Research title : Economic Valuation of Ecotourism Sites in Northeastern.

Researcher :  Chintana Somsawasdi, Jakkrich Jearwiriyabunya, Wachilaporn Keadsuk

Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the parameters of tourism demands and to
evaluate the recreation value of ecotourism Sites in north-eastern region of Thailand. The
studied sites are Khaopanomrung, Phuprabant and Phukumkhao. The three main parts of this
study are general data analysis of individual tourist, analysis of demand and evaluation of
recreation value of the ecological tourist attractions.

In the analysis of individual social and economic data of tourists, the studied
parameters are gender, age, education level, married status, income, career, habitat, method
of travel and main objective of the tour.

In traveling demand analysis, we use Travel Cost Method approach (TCM) to analysis
the demand. Two methods of demand analysis were used, there are (i} Individual Travel Cost
Method and (ii) Zonal Travel Cost Method. The travel cost was divided into 3 separate groups,
there are (i) travel cost without opportunity cost (ii) travel cost with full wage rate opportunity
cost and (iii) travel cost with 1/3 wage rate opportunity cost.

From the results of traveling demand analysis, the recreation value of 3 ecotourism
Sites was deduced. It was found that Khaopanomrung has a recreation value of 2,383 million-
baht per vyear, Phukumkhao has a recreation value of 306 million-baht per year and

Phuprabaht has a recreation value of 121 million-baht per year.



