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Research title The World Heritage Tourism Development Guideline for Phu

Phrabat Historical Park

Researcher Donruetai Kovathanakul

Office Faculty of Management Sciences

Khon Kaen University

Abstract

“The scenic Phuphrabat associative cultural landscape is unique in that this
single site contains authentic cultural treasures that represent major cultures of different
periods of the region, effectively epitomizing the continuum of the whole cultural history
of mainland Southeast Asia.” (UNESCO, 2004)

The objectives of this research aim to;

1. To study the tourism destination database of Phuphrabat Historical Park

2. To study the world heritage criteria of Phuphrabat Historical Park for UNESCO
standard.

3. To propose the tourism development guideline of Phu Phrabat Historical Park.

This qualitative research examines mainly the primary and secondary data, by
comparing with the world heritage criteria of UNESCO. Finally, the research will propose
the tourism development guideline for Phu Phrabat Historical Park.

The result of research is Phuphrabat Historical Park would like to adapt himself
to be the world heritages’ tourism destinations, the cooperation from all stakeholders,
international, national, and community level, is the important thing. To reach the
sustainable tourism goals, the researcher would like to propose the policy, private
company, and government units’ recommendations. Finally, the suggestion for cultural
tourism development will emphasize the outstanding characteristics of Phuphrabat

Historical Park, and this research will be more completed tangible policy.
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Summary

Since 1990, when the Lao PDR first opened its borders for tourism, the industry has
grown to become the nation’s number one source of foreign exchange earnings. With travel
and tourism across South-East Asia growing at an extraordinary level, Lao ecotourism
offers huge potential to create employment and help achieve the national development
objectives for poverty alleviation, economic growth and conservation of the nation’s unique
wealth of natural and cultural resources.

By publishing this short summary of the National Ecotourism Strategy and Action
Plan, the Lao National Tourism Administration aims to: raise the profile of Lao ecotourism;
communicate the vision, goals and objectives of the strategy to a wide audience;
encourage dialogue and cooperation among the public and private sector; facilitate the
involvement of donor and development agencies; promote business confidence and
investment in Lao ecotourism and the wider tourism sector. Clear direction and strong
public_support will encourage the investment that is needed to achieve the vision for Lao

ecotourism.

Vision

Laos will become a world renowned destination specializing in forms of sustainable
tourism that, through partnership and cooperation, benefit natural and cultural heritage
conservation, local socio-economic development and spread knowledge of Lao’s unique
cultural heritage around the world.

Building on this vision, this document sets out the guiding principles upon which
Lao ecotourism is based. Emphasis is also given to the key role of private enterprise and,
through a description of the growing number of projects and programs currently being
implemented, the steps being taken to encourage investment and the expansion of this

exciting new sector. The strategy makes it clear, however, that the challenges ahead
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should not be underestimated. The development of new ecotourism products, services and
destinations is a complex process. Success will demand commitment, coordination and
cooperation among a host of public and private sector actors. Only by working closely
together will lessons be learned and the many potential benefits shared. Key to success will
be a strong sense of partnership in taking forward the proposed action plans set out under
the five key objectives which aim to: strengthen institutional arrangements for planning and
managing ecotourism growth; support training, capacity building and the promotion of good
practice; support environmental protection and nature conservation; provide socio-economic
development and cultural heritage protection for develop ecotourism research and
information.

1. Strengthen institutional arrangements for planning and managing ecotourism growth;

2. Support training, capacity building and the promotion of good practice;

3. Support environmental protection and nature conservation;

4. Provide socio-economic development and cultural heritage protection for host
communities; and,

5. Develop ecotourism research and information.
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AMANKIN 2
Brief description of Vat Phou and associated ancient settlements

within the Champasak cultural landscape

L Lao People's Democratic Republic
Date of Inscription: 2001

Criteria: (iii) (iv) (vi)

Core zone: 39000 ha

Champasak Province

N14 50 E105 48

Ref: 481

Brief Description

The Champasak cultural landscape, including the Vat Phou Temple complex, is
a remarkably well-preserved planned landscape more than 1,000 years old. It was
shaped to express the Hindu vision of the relationship between nature and humanity,
using an axis from mountain top to river bank to lay out a geometric pattern of temples,
shrines and waterworks extending over some 10 km. Two planned cities on the banks
of the Mekong River are also part of the site, as well as Phou Kao mountain. The whole

represents a development ranging from the 5th to 15th centuries, mainly associated

with the Khmer Empire.

Justification for Inscription
Criterion iii The Temple Complex of Vat Phou bears exceptional testimony to the
cultures of south-east Asia, and in particular to the Khmer Empire which dominated the

region in the 10th—14th centuries. Criterion iv The Vat Phou complex is an outstanding
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example of the integration of symbolic landscape of great spiritual significance to its
natural surroundings. Criterion vi Contrived to express the Hindu version of the
relationship between nature and humanity, Vat Phou exhibits a remarkable complex of
monuments and other structures over an extensive area between river and mountain,
some of outstanding architecture, many containing great works of aft, and all expressing

intense religious conviction and commitment.
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ANANKIN 3

Completed tentative list submission of Phuphrabat Historical Park
Tentative List
* Cultural and Natural Properties
Suitable for Inclusion in the
World Heritage List
é‘ubﬂ&’it&ed

By
Thailand

List- drawn up by Natienal World Heritage Committee of Thailand
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I. CULTURAL PROPERTIES

AMES OF CULTURAL PROPERTIES:

1. Phimai, Jts Culiural Route and the Associated Temples of
Phanomroong and Muangtam

2. Phuphrabat Historical Park

2. Cha Opb l'ayﬂ RiverLa ndseca pe f O the Mem orial Bl‘idge to
Wasukri Pier :

4. 'Wat Benchamabophit (thie Marble Tem p:fe)
5. 'Wat Suthat and the Great Swing

6. Wat Ratchanadda and the Vicinity

7. Pra Pathom :Ch-éd-ii(ﬂie‘ Grest Pagoda)

8. -Thc-lﬁze«h?smri‘b and Cultural Sites of Nan

NAMES OF mmn PROPERTIES
1. The Andamap Sea ’éﬂﬁ&tﬂfl’a‘ﬂ& Marine Rctse_n'gs
2. Kaengkrachan National :Pa;r:lcv
3. The Forest Complex of Petchabun Mountain Range (comprising

Phubin Longkra National Park, Thungsalacng Luang National Park,

Phuluang Wildlife Reserve, Plnikradung National Park, Namnao National

 Park, Phukhiew Wildlife Reserve and the adjacent seserve forests)

ROTE: Completed Tentative List submissions are -afﬁi’achﬁd. :
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COMPLETED TENTATIVE LIST SUBMISSION
of

CULTURAL PROPERTY

STATE PARTY: THAILAND *  Date of submission: 27 February 2004

Submission prepared by the National World Hentage Committee.

Address: Office of Natural Resources and Envirommental Pelicy and Planning
60/1 Rama VI Rd,, Phyathai o
Bangkok 10400
E-mail: profadul@oepp.go:th
Fax: 02 271 4219
Telephone: 02 2714219

NAME OF PROPERTY:

!mph rabat Historical Park

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Phuphrabat Historical Patk is in Udon Thani
Province in the Northeast of Thailand.

Exact Location on map and indication of geographical co-ordinates:

Phuphrabat Historical Park is siftuatzcdf,beﬁmeﬁ Jatitudes 17 dg-41° 25™ N and
17dg 46" 01" N and longitudes 102 dg 21° 00™E and 102 dg 23" 457 E.

DESCRIPTION: Designated as Phuphrabat Histerical Park, the site is the
tandscape of a wooded sandstone hill adered with patches of Huge bare rocks in
spectacular overhanging positions, some balanced on pedestals of oddity. This
scenic and-awesome besuty of nature hias had, over the millenuia since préhistoric
times, a compelling. spiritual effect on humans in the neighbourhood to associate

the ‘site ‘with sanetity, -as evidenced by the presence of visual arts of different

E: 3



cultural periods.. The scenic Phuphrabat associative cultural Jandscape is unique
in that this single site contains authentic. cultural treasures that represent major
cultures of different periods of the region, effectively epitemizing the continuum of
the whele cultural history of mainland Southeast Asia. Al together, the site

incorporates separate 68 cultural Joeations, most of which contain reck paintings of
the prehistoric period as well as the slyhsed religious icons of the sucoessive

cultural periods.  The iconic representations comprise seulptares in low and high
rebief .as well i the round. represeniing the earliest Buddhist Dhvaravadi
civilisation as well as the successive Hindu Khumer and Buddhist Lanchang

-cultures. M is significant that both Dhvaravadi and Khmer images carried the
anmistakable pative characteristics typical of the Laotian trait, which “finially

developed and established ‘itself as what is known as the Lanchang Buddhist
culture paralleling the art styie of Aynthayain central Thailand.

Significantly, among the religious representations on Phuphrabat hill, there
are alsotwo symbolic faotprmts of Lord Buddha of carved stone at ground Tevel in
the Lanchang art style:. ‘Itis for this reason that the hill is known as “Phuphrabat”,

‘which means:the Hill of Buddha’s Footprints,

There exists up to this day a small, unobfrusive movastery, which houses
one of the Buddba’s Footprints in.a small, pr opomonate stupa. All this added to
the unigueness of Phuphrabat and barmonised with ifts overall cultursl landscape
and its. swmﬁcance as a‘sacred and ceremonial place.

Phupbrabat. hill is 3 disconnected ridge on the eastern edge of Phu Phan
Range. Thehill is about 352 metres above mean.sea Jevel, ¢ km long from Nerth
to Seuth, and 2 km wide. Surrounded by greenery, Phuphrabat is bordered to
the west by an escarpment sloping down towards the east.  The forest #tea on the
hill and in the adjacent lowland surroundings is. a mix of dry evergreen forest, diy
dipterocarp: forest and dry mixed deciduous forest—all i undisturbed state.  The
historical park proper, which includes the wooded area on the hill, as gazetted
Aprﬂ 1981, covers an area of 3430 rais (548.8 heetares), acconmwdatmc 81
al locations, all associated with the exposed patches of bare rocks on the hi
In addmon to this associative physical connection between nature and Sulture, an

_age-old Laotian legend had also added another cultural dimension te the cultural

context of the Phuphrabat hill and the associated groups of wondrous formations of
the exposed bare rocks.  Their individual imagination-inspiring identities had
been ascribed to and named after the mythical figures of the Usa+Baros dramatic

Tegend of ancient Vientiane’s omgm

. It:should be noted that ne evidence or trace has been-found to suggest that
people at any time had ever lived on Phuphrabal hill; they-went up there only to
conduct rehgwus or -other sofern cer emionies as evidenced by the presence of
religrous mmages and representations.

81



The whole landscape of Phuphrabat hill, including the forest park and the
‘historicdl park, will be nominated for inscription on the World Heritage List.

) Justification for Qutstanding Universal Value

Criterion (ij): Phupbrabat Historical Park is the embodiment of the diverse
cultural values in mairland Southeast Asia embraced by human societies belonging
{o different historical periods; the cultural evolution of human society from the

- prehistoric tibes progressing towards the early Dhavaravdi Buddhist civilisation,
then, -afier the rise of the Kluner Empire, converted to Hinduisiii, and finally, with
the dedline of the Khmer influence, destined to develap the indigenous Buddhist
Lanchang Culture.  The sculptures existing on Phu Phrabat represent an important
interchange of human values over the past millennium, extiibiting the interactions
berween Buddhism an m and the subsequent development of the Buddhist
Lanchang culture typical of western Laos. '

Criterion (iii): The unigueness of Phuphrabat lies - the fact that its cultural
properties comprise four suceessive cultyral traditions of mainland Southeast Asia.
The prehistoric cultural radition exhibited the art-expression of the activities of the
early man i1 the forin of rock paintings which can be discerned. at more than sixfy
locations on e hill, The paiutings revealed the polarity of styles between &
paturalistic representation, on the ong hand, perhaps by carly artists of the visible
world of man and animals and, on the on the other hand, the tendency probably of
the artiste of Jater time to make representations in stylised signs and symbols that
stood pethaps for ‘the unseen forces and hidden inmer substances. The

- disappearanice ‘of preliterate cultural pattern marked the emergence: of the Buddhist
ciiltural tradition of Dhavaravadi, which camieto an end afier the rise of the Klamer
Empive as the standard-bearer. of ‘Hinduism. in mainland Southeast Asia. = The
Khmer cultural tradition disappeared after the fall of the Khmer Empire, which
paved the way in the following centories for the development of the Buddhist
Lanchang cultural tradition. ~ The eultural properties remaining: m Phuphrabat
Historical Park bear testimony fo the rise and fall of the historical mainstreams of
civilization in maintand Southeast Asia.

Criterion (iv): The exceptional natural ‘Beauty ‘of the landscape of the wooded
sandstone hill adorped with awesome, multifarious bare ‘rock outcrops in
 association with the artistic spititual creations through the different cultural periods
over the millerinia constitutes a vnique eultwral landscape.

AR

Criterion (vi): From the prehistorie period down thiroughi the Buddhist Dhvaravadi
civilization and the suceessive Khimer-and Lanchng periods, Phuphrabai—le Hill
of Buddha's Footprints—has been a sacred, cerenonial place as evidenced by the

82



presence of numerous Buddha’s 1mages and icens of religious representations, in
particular the two symbolic Footprints of Buddha.

. A,,ssura nces-of Authenticity and Infegrity:

83

The smnmal degree of deterioration by the forces of Nature through the

“passage of ‘time of the cultural properties on Phuphrabat is remarkable; e nally
authentic and intact are the spectacular bare rocks and the exposed windmg

sandstone trats with changing elevations.  The wooded area surrounding ‘the

exposed standing rocks and tracts are as ‘well undisturbed.  The state of all these

had been as it was at the time of gazetting the Phuphrahat Historical Park m 1981
and, needless to say, has remained unchanged ever since.

Phuphrabat Historical Park is a registered national ancient monument under
the administration of the Departinent of Fine Aris and protected by the Act on
Ancient Monuments, Antigues, Art Ol)jecis and Musewms B.E. 2504, The forest
area on the hill and in the sutroun owlands is aclassified forest park underthe
responsibility of the Royal Forest Departiment and protected by the National Forest
Reserve Act B.E.2507, the Forest Act BE, 2484, and the Wﬂdhfe Protéction: and

Preservation Act B.E, 2535

The authenticity and mteanty of Umpinabai Hmiomd} Park s thereby
ensured on-a permanent basis.

3

Comparison with :.Qt.vlrc.r- Similar Properties:

There is no other cultulal property wnh features similar-to Phuphrabat
Historical Park in e\xsr&nce in Thailand or anywhere-else for comparison.
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