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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the behavior of tourists, sellers and
manufacturers, and scholars in developing the souvenir production for sustainable eco-
tourism in Northeast Thailand. Moreover, the research aimed to study the factors
affected the development of souvenirs to be corresponded to its use, kind, material and
design in order to produce the appropriate souvenirs for the tourists’ needs. This
research was designed as a field survey research. The questionnaires were used to
collect the data. The 500 research samples comprised tourists, sellers and
manufacturers, and scholars from five provinces in Northeast included Kalasin, Nakhon
Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, Nong Khai and Ubon Ratchathani.

The specific design was applied by using the collected secondary data and in-depth
interview with the tourism officers from both government and private sectors and the
entrepreneurs of souvenir production and distribution. The population in this research
was Thai tourists who traveled in Northeast Thailand. The research samples were
selected by using Quota Sampling, Judgment Sampling and Purposive Sampling.

The result found that according to the kind and material of the souvenirs related to
tourists’ needs in Northeast Thailand, the favorite kind and material for souvenir
producing were 1) mat made of papyrus, bamboo and rope; 2) bag made of coconut
shell, rope and papyrus; 3) pen stand made of rope, coconut shell, and papyrus; 4)
basket made of rope, bamboo, and papyrus; 5) vase made of rope, papyrus and bamboo;
6) letter box made of rope, grass and papyrus; and 7) lamp made of papyrus, rope and
coconut shell respectively.
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In addition to the kind and material of souvenirs, most of the samples considerably
agreed that the design of souvenirs should be improved to be more distinguished with
the local unique and corresponded with the local culture and tradition. Moreover, the
souvenirs should be made of the local materials and focused on the local wisdoms
respectively.



