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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate and analyze the conditions of community context, the
tourism resources, and the tourism situations, to collect the information about local wisdom
learning of the Northeastern in order to be used by the community for determining the appropriate
direction of tourism, and to determine guideline for community-based tourism management and
identify the proposed plan of best practice community for local wisdom learning of the
Northeastern in Ban Khwao Sub-District, Ban Khwao District, Chaiyaphum Province. The
results could promote the community as best practice community for local wisdom learning of the
Northeastern. The data were collected by in-depth interviews with 19 village leaders, 51
representatives from the villages and the governmental organizations participated in a focus
group. The questionnaires were administered to 400 Thai tourists who visited Ban Khwao
Sub-District, Ban Khwao District, Chaiyaphum Province.

The results indicated that Ban Khwao Sub-District, Ban Khwao District, Chaiyaphum
Province maintained interesting local wisdoms of the Northeastern and tourism activities
including mulberry planting and silkworm raising, weaving, and thai massaging. The data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics including percentage, means and standard deviation, and it
was found that most of the respondents were female, and their ages ranged from 41 - 50 years old.
Most of them were married. Their monthly income ranged from 20,001 — 30,000 baht. Their
educational level was a bachelor’s degree. The factor most influencing attitudes of tourists to visit
Ban Khwao Sub-District, Ban Khwao District, Chaiyaphum Province the most was products from
local wisdoms. The factor most influencing tourists’ attitudes towards community-based tourism

management was the management. As for investigation of the internal and external environments,



it was found that Ban Khwao Sub-District, Ban Khwao District, Chaiyaphum Province was
unique since the local wisdoms were interesting and the people in the community were united.
The results of the cultural tourism assessment showed that three aspects including the potential of
tourist attractions, the potential of tourism carrying capacity, and management administration
were in medium standard level. The researcher brought the weaknesses to analyze and determine
the guideline for community-based tourism management and the proposed plan of best practice
community for local wisdom learning of the Northeastern. These plans included the development
of strategic plan for attraction, the development of strategic plan for access, the development of
strategic plan for amenities, the development of strategic plan for accommodation and the

development of strategic plan for activities which for a five years operation.



