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Abstract

The objective of this quality research was to develop guidelines for sustainable

ecotourism development of Mor-hinkhao ecotourism site by a focus group including potential

evaluation for the tourism resources with 16 key-informants from12 involving organizations,

community intervaew with 9 committees of Mor-hinkhao Ecotourism Management Group. and

83 questionnaires.

The study result found that:

The tourism potential for tourism development of the Morfiinkhao ecotourism site were

Its' uniqueness ancl rft*rness of nahrral tourism resourc€s and an ecosystem wtrlcfr difiers firom

other tourism sites: a policy and budgat support by involving organizations: and concenhated

partdpation of the local communlty. However, there wertr 4 major threats affecdng

the sustainable ecotourism development which were:

(a) the unelear possession of the tourism resour@s and areas.

(b) a distinct lack of integrated cooperation between all stakeholders,

(c) a lac* of understianding in sustiainable ecotourism development concept, and

(d) tlre tull participalion of fre bcal oommunity.

The guidelines for sustrainable totrrism development of Mor{inkhao ecotourism site are

the integration of all stakeholders' cooperation for tourism development planning. and the

cacfie'of 6 signiftcant guidelines for sustiainable ecotourism development as follows:

1. Guideline for tourism resources development - spedfying strakehokters' dutes and

theh responsibilities in sustrainable ecotourism developrnent in accordance wi[t the poten0al of

toudsm resources and the National Park Acts, creating the image of tourism products, zoning

natural resouroes in conservation areas and tcudsm development areas, evaluating the 'toudsm

carrytng capacity' of each zone, developing appropriate ecotourism activities, and planning

the development of adequate tourism facilities and services with integrated design.

2. Guideline for the environment development - having due regard, for the

environment's fragility in each zone, specifying buffer zones of @nservation areas, the use



of regulations for pollution control, with waste protection and rranagement, and evaluating

negative tourism impacts.

3. Guideline for tourism business development - supporting the local community and

other tourism business seclors. to invest and provide economic benelits by budget and

educational policies. creating networking cooperation between business sectors and

administration sectors, and evaluating tourism business impacts on lhe ecotourism resources,

environments, and local community.

4. Guideline for tourism market development - positioning tourism products and

images, planning ior appropriate advertisement and public relatiorrs, specifying target markets

for the ecotourism products, planning for tourism market development in accordance with

the tourism product images and target markets, and collecting tourism statistics and tourlst

behaviour data.

5. Guideline for local community participation development - emphasilng

the possession of toudsm resourc€s, and supporting ttre local community to pailicipate in

eadt process of sustainable ecotourism planning. operating, and the benefits dedved fnom i[
6. Guideline for tourism awareness development - educating the locat oomrrrunitf,

tourism business sectors and oiher stakeholders regarding sustainable ecotourism management

and inviting tourists to be a part of sustainable ecotourism development through appropdate

eootourism activities, advertisement, public relations. and tourism interpretation.


