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Tourism Impacts From Conflict Betrveen Thailand and Cambodie

A Case of Prasat Khao Phra Wihan

Abstract

This study intended to l) examine the current conditions of prasat Khao phra Wihan and

2) tourism impacts from conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia in case of Prasat Khao phra

Wihan and 3) to find out the guidelines of tourism devetopment from conflicts between Thailand

and Cambodia in case of Prasat Klrao Phra Wihan. The sample group io this srudy was divided into

tluee groups, namely, inlerview group (community leaders, local guides and students), samplc

group for meeting (community leaders, local sages, tourists), and sample group for questionnaires

(400 local people living in Phumisron village Saothongchai sub-disrricr, Gantralak, disnicr,

Si Sa Ket province.

Results of the Study

Current Conditions of Prasai Kteo Phrr Wihan

At preseni Preah Vihear National Park, Gantralalq Si Saket, is opdn for tourism onty on

weekends and holidays at Pah Mo E Daeng or Mo E Daeng cliff Soldiers are deptoyed to s€cure

the area strictly. Local people are facing unemploymenr, thus leading ro economic problcms

because of few tourists and the clash between Thai and Cambodia soldiers. Many houses were

destroyed and some local people have to evacuate homes to live in a safe place.

Tourism lmpacts from conllicts betwecn Theilrod rnd crmbodie in crse of

Prasat Khao Phre Wlhen

Refening to the sample group, there were 49.25Vo of males and 50.75 of females. Mosr of

them were 4 I 50 years old (28.75o/ol. Mostly they finished primary level (47olo) and were married

160.75%). They were farmers (45olo) and eamed per month I O.OOI -20,000 barh (36ozn). Most of

them werc not community leaden (68.757o).

ln aspect ol'local people's participation on tourism at Prasat Khao Phra Wihan. it was

found that local people participated into rhe local rourism in high level or at scorc 4.55 on avcrirgc

scales.



ln addition, it was found that there were impacts from conflicts between Thailand and

Canbodia in case of Prasat Khao Phra Wihan in Gantralak, district, Si Sa Ket province on

economy in highest level ( X = 4.79), impacts from conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia in

case of Prasat Khao Phra Wihan in Gantralak, district, Si Sa Ket province on society in high level

( X = 4.07), impacts from conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia in case of Prasar Khao Phra

Wihan in Gantralak, district, Si Sa Ket province on culture in high level ti =f.Sf l and impacts

from conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia in case of Prasat Khao Phra Wihan in Ganralak,

district, Si Sa Ket province on environment in high tevet (f :l.Og).

The guidelines of tourism devclopment alfected by conlllcts bctrveen Thailend end

Cambodia in case of Prasat Khao Phra Wihan was divided into 4 aspects as follows;

l. Economics: supporting local guides to develop themselves, improving local products as

well as services, cooperating between community and the govemment to advertise the tourism and

improving tourism roules

2. Society: managing safety systems for tourists, encouraging community to keep eyes on

crimes or any problem in order to report to local police, cultivating unity and cooperation among

children to rnanage tourism and protect the community from dangers.

3. Cultures: promoting conservation of local traditions and lifestyles as wcll as adjusting

some activiti€s and traditions to suit the society conditions

4. Environments: encouraging community and teenagers to be aware of local

environments, cooperating beween the community and relevant goverrunenl unis to be

responsible for sustaining good condition and held activities throughout the year io order ro

rehabilitate the environments.


