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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to 1) study and assess mushroom farms’ potential in
Hatyai District, Songkhla Province for supporting agro-tourism, 2) survey agro-tourism resources
in the areas near the mushroom farms in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province, 3) analyse intemal
and external factors of these , 4) study tourists’ opinions on marketing stimuli (8Ps) towards
developing mushroom fanms’ potential in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province for agro-tourism,
5) study and find ways of developing mushroom farms in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province for
supporting agro-tourism.

This study is a mixed methods research. The samples were grouped according to the
ins&uments used in the research: 1) the samples studied with in-depth interview i.e. 19 mushroom
farmers, 31 individuals from relevant public organizations, 25 individuals from relevant private
organizations and 57 stakeholders, 2) the samples studied with tourism potential assessment and
survey i.d. mushroom farms, 3) the samples studied with distributing questionnaires i.d. 400 Thai
and foreign tourists. Quantitative data was analysed by statistics: mean, percentage and standard
deviation (SD). Hypothetical test was done with Chi-Square. Qualitative data was analysed with
content analfsis.

The findings were as follows: The assessment of 19 mushroom farms® potential in Hatyai
District, Songkhla Province showed that all. of them didn’t meet the quality standard, getting
less than 61 points. However, the farms getting the most 42 points are capable of supporting
agro-tourism because they are big. There is the Tone Nga Chang Waterfall as nearby
agro-tourisrﬁ resources. The strength, a mushroom farm is located near downtown.The wedmm,
a mushroom farm isn’t managed. The opportinities, Hat Yai is a transportation hub. The threats,

there are the few niche tourists. Most tourist are interested in the agro-tourism in the area



mushroom farm. Therefore, the mushroom farms’ potential should be developed as tourist sources
for leaming agriculture and health by making 5 potential development plans: 1) potential
development of mushroom farm area management for supporting agro-tourism project,
2) potential development of tourist activities and programs making for supporting agro-tourism
project, 3) potential development of personnel for supporting agro-tourism project 4) potential
development of mushroom farm marketing and public relations project, and 5) potential

development of attraction and tourism services.
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