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ARSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to 1) study ways of operation of the govemment
agencies involved in the development of the poteniial of conservation tourism of Non Muang
Ancient City, 2) study the participation roles of the people ir: the Jocal commuaitics about the
management of conservation fourism as well ways 1o create awarencss among the people in
corumunities on the conservation of tourisi: resources, 3) study opinions of tourists towards the
poiential of censervation tourism of Non Muang Ancient City on the tourisin magnet side,
tourism {acilities, tourism supports, management and participation of the people in communiiies,
and 4) provide guidelincs for conservation tourism development of Non Muang Ancient City in
order to ensure the apprepriateness and sustamability. Tools and samples used in this study were
the interviews of five officers in the govemment agencies, the focused group of Ban Non
Muang’s villagers and stakeholders contributing to the number of 76 people altogether, and the
distribution of questionnaires to 400 visitors. The study revealed that:

1) The operations of govemment. Non Muang Ancient City is the attractive town that is
under the responsibility of the Department of Fine Arts, an organization with expertise in historic
preservation. Antiquities are on display as an outdoor museum which has a full completion of
archaeological evidence. This is also potential for being a leamning source of historical and
archaeological importance of Khon Kaen province. But what every organization seemed to agree
in common is that there should be a development of the tourist transport access including signs
that give directions to Non Muang Ancient City. The development must be incessant and
cooperatively supported by every agency unit that involves. And there should also be an

allocation of the budget to support the development of the sustainable tourism.
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2} About the participation of communitics in the tourism management of Non Muang
Ancient City, villagers have a positive attitude towards and are eager to be involved in the
tourism management. At the present time; however, the people don’t seem to have as many roles
as they should possibly have as the role of tourism is under the responsibility and supervision of
the Department of Fine Arts. There should therefore be an encouragement for more community
participations in the tourism management of Non Muang Ancient City in planning, implementing,
investing, receiving benefits, monitoring, evaluaring, and maintaining the tourism. For ways of
building up an awareness of the people in the communities o love, be proud of, and cherish the
culwral heritage in their localities, there should be a training and a support for the them to
understand about the eco-tourism and appreciation of the importance of the cultural heritage on its
aesthetics, history, science, and the social science sides which wiil later lead 1o both the
conservation of tourism resources and thie sustainable development.

3) For opinions of the tourists towards the poiential of conservation tourism of Non
Muang Ancient City, they agreed that the archazological site of Non Muang Ancient Ciry has its
potential of ecotourism at the moderate level. And when considering at its sub details, it was
scund that the potential on the seductive side of the tourist atteactions was at the most average,
where its level of comments was mocerate, the potenial on the management side which has the
moderate level of comments came second. The potential of community participations had a low
level of comments. The potential on the tourism supports had also a low level of comments and
the side that has the lowest average was the potential of the facilities whose level of comments
was at a low level.

4) Guidelines for conservation tourism development of Non Muang Ancient City.
Through ar aralysis of the primary and secondary data, the rescarcher had proposed guidelines
for development of the conservation tourism potential of Non Muang Ancient City on the tourism
magnet side, the tourism facilities, tourism supports, management side, and the participation of

the communities respectively, in order to ensure the appropriateness and sustainability.



r e

TV LS N A,

4.1) For the tourism attractions, the followings are needed; an improvement of the
swrrounding landscapes, the increasing of the tourism activity by constructing the Museum of
Archacology as a leaming resource, the provision of routes to access the points of interest, the
continuation of the historic heritage festival as well as making it an annual festival of amulet of
Chum Phae city, and finally making it widely well-known.

4.2) For the tourism facilities, the followings are nceded; the designing of all
facilities 1o fit with the natural harmony by focusing on the durability, safety, energy saving.
maintenance, and prescrvation on the value of local cuiture which is the uniqueness of the locality
itself.

4.3) For the supponts of tourism, the followings are needed; the division of area to
suit with the tourism activities without impacting the environment, the regulating on the more
clearer regulation and guidelines for the visit ef Nen Muang Ancient Ciiy, and finally the setting
up of appropriate penaltics.

4.4) For the tourism nenagerment, the decentralization of managemant to the
organization of local govemments, the provision of a master plan as a framework for
conservation. the provision of sufficient budger for the development of Non Muang Ancient City,
and the increasing in the numbers of stafl to maintain adequate services, are necded.

4.5) For the participation of the comrunities, they should be involved in the
presentation of ideas, plans, joint ventures with benefits, action plans, the tracking of

performance, and the perception of tourism.



