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ABSTRACT

Thc objr:ctive of this research is to study the understanding and perspective of local

residences on the urban physical environment of Vang Vieng district, Vientiane province,

Lao,s People Democratic Republic after the booming of tourism industry over the last

rlecadc. Thc study has becn implemented ttuough the evaluation of the changing of urban

public image by compuing the image of the city before the tourism industry was

introduccd, or in other word, "the image of the town in thc past', to cunent image of the

town, which tourism industry has bccn rapidly developd. The image in the two periods has

been collcctcd from the surveys in two different techniques, there are: Urban Public Image

of the Past got from the group of local residerrces who have been settled in the area for

more than 15 years or before 1993, the year that tourism industry was officially

implemented. The interview was conducted by avoiding all kind of convincing or guiding

questions. In doing so, the interviewees had more freedom to imagine and were able to

map the image of the town. Therefore, they could provide the actual product of memory of

rhe urban environmcnt. Urban Public Image of the Present got from the survey by testing

the mcmory of local residences with two different techniques, Mental Mapping Technique

and Perspective Sketching Technique. Alt of the urban physical environments that had been

mentioned by the interviewecs of two different techniques were then concluded as the

current urban image.

The outcome of the research showing that the image of Vang Vieng in the

understanding of local residences has been changed quite a lot because recently people are

getting aware and pay more anention to the elements of urban physical environment which

are part of the romantically perspective and the elements that are able to provide and

increase their cconomical benefit, especially in the area of Song river, town centre,

riverside, the west of the river and including rice fields, forest and mountain rvhich showing

rhe high legibility in the perspective of each group of the interviewees. On the other hand,
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element of urban physical environment which is part of their living sryle and local culture

such ast schools, public buildings, temples, spiritual shrine of villages (Ho Phi Ban),

spiritual shrine of town (Ho Phi Muang), town pillar (Luk MuanB) and so on have a little

legibility or eventually did not show any legibility. Horvever, there are some other elements

which related to living style of local residences showed the legibiliry in the image of the

town like the first element, such as: market, public transport station and hospital. Because

rhe legibility or illegibility of the element are result of two important factors: l). It emerged

from physical changed, and 2). It emerged from the meaning changed or the changing of

the awareness of local residences to those environment. The factor for change in the last

model has the importance that shows the possibility of development and the changing of

urban environment of Vang Vieng in the future precisely.
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