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ABSTRACT

This study of tourism and land use at Koh Kred, Nonthaburi concentrates on the changes
of land use affected by high rated-arising of tourism there. Most of attractive activities for tourists
are cultural sightseeing, visiting ancient places and rural villages with exhibitions of traditional
household equipments and getting acquainted with Mon people’s life style. The tourisis can also
visit pottery industries, fruit gardens, riverside villages, which are unique cultural aspects of this
area.

The main objective of this thesis is to study the present situation and changes that is
affected by the present popularity of tourism there. How the people changed their land utilization,
from the past until now, are thoroughly studied. Then the researcher will propose
recommendations of land classification for this area. Which would result in a method of land
utilization so that the communities of quality of life will be improved. Many aspects and factors
are studied simultaneously to give the optimul solution. These aspects are ;

- Physical aspects consisting of settlement pattern , land use and infrastructure :

- Economic aspects consisting of employment rate, occupational variety and income
distribution ;

- Social and cultural aspects consisting of population structure, culture, life style and
tradition

- Environmental aspects consisting of pollution, water-, air-, landscape-, noise- and waste
treatment

- Special aspect consisting of flood situation
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The main study in the scope of this thesis is to investigate land usage at this Koh Kred
area, Several tools are used to investigate, observe and produce the questionnaire in order to
collect the primary data. Secondary data is collected by gathering related documents from many
reliable sources.

Two samples are randomly drawn from 2 target populations which are ,1) 232 families of
local people and 2) 200 domestic and foreign tourists. Additionally, communities’ political and
spiritual leaders and officials from related governmental organizations are also interviewed. The
acquired data are statistically analyzed with SPSS program that consequently gives interpretation
of the data and the explanation of changes that have occurred. Map producing is also executed by
using a camera and GIS, whose results shows how the land use changed,

The results show that the growth of tourism directly affeets the land use. The area on the
islet are classified into 2 groups which are 1) The village that was involved directly with tourist
industry, which are the 1", 6" and 7" villages, 2) The villages that is not involved with tourist
industry, which are the 2“'11 3", 4" and 5" villages. The result is obvious that the first group of
village has clearly more changes than the second group. Some agricultural areas were changed into
residences, trading areas and family industry, Tuming them into mixed land use area. Other
consequences are the changes of occupations, mostly from agricultural industry to service in
tourism industry, which in overall increased the total income. On the other hand, it also created of
the population problems of waste treatment, environmental pollution and noise pollution.

The researcher's recommendations for preventing and improving these problematic
situations are so called area grouping of the tourism activities. Moreaver planning of land use is
also recommended. Grouping landscape, distribution of social facilities and infrastructure are
thorough recommended for the whole area. In addition, cooperating between local people and
governmental organizations in developing landscape and promotingits usage should be
systematically enhanced.

All the mentioned activities are studied with the main aim to improve land use, landscape,
and local economy simultaneously with tourism industry, which will consequently benefit the

population of Koh Kred Islet in Nonthaburi.
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