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ABSTRACT

This study concentrates on the assessment of Tourism Development Plan (TDP) of
Sisaket Province. The main objectives are. to assess the tourism potential of the province, to
evaluate if Sisaket province’s tourisin development plan has corresponded to the concept of
sustainable tourism development, and to provide Sisaket province the tourism development plan
that responds to the existing problems and tourism potentiality.

The conceptual framework of the study is mainly related to that of sustainable tourism
development. The study aims to answer the questions of level of local community participation in
tourism development planning and of the carrying capacity of major tourism resources n the
study areas. The study focuses on three parts. Firstly, top fifteen tourism destinations of the
province are evaluated basing on the concept of carrying capacity in facility. physical,
environmental and psychological aspects.

Secondly. the method of questionnaire survey is used to evaluate the participation level
of Jocal community in TDP .especially in the study area where the tourism destinations are
located. The last part, Sisaket province’s tourism development policies are cxamined to
investigate if the policies correspond to the existing tourism potentialities and problems in such a
way that tourism sustainable development is promoted.

Carrying capacity of fifteen top tourist destinations of the province in nine districts are
thoroughly evaluated. Also, 600 tourists, 344 local people, and 35 tourism officers are questioned

by using questionnaire survey and interviewing. The results of the study returns in the medium
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and high level of carrying capacity in all tourist destinations with the exception of Samrongkeat
Waterfall that is a natural tourism site.

The overall level of community participation in tourism development plan and
management process, as perceived by the citizen, i1s quite low though the tourism officers’
opinion regarding the participation issue is otherwise.

The Study has suggested that, to form tourism policy, the government should
consider the existing conditions of tourism resources carrying capacity, and significance of
the tourist destinations, The local authority should encourage and support the public

patticipation in tourism development planning.
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