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Abstract

The objective of this study were 1) to study the opinion ot; tourists about the existing
condition, potential, readiness, and the limitation of the Mae Samard Watershed Conservation
and Management Unit come to the ecotourism development and 2) to study some appropriate
guidelines for the development of ecotourism in the Mae Samard Watershed Conservation and
Management Unit. Several methods of data collection were employed : non-participant
observation and checklist indicators done the researcher, questionnaires were administered 191
tourists sample, and semi-structured interviews with 6 community leaders and 2 officers of the
state. The data collected from questionnaires were analyzed using statistical measures including
frequencies, percentages and means. Those results combined with the content analysis of
information obta’ned using the other survey methods, and used together to identify some
appropriate guidelines for the development of ecotourism in the Mae Samard Watershed

Conservation and Management Unit.
The results of this study were as follows: overall, surveyed tourists felt that the Mae

Samard Watershc 4 Conservation and Management Unit had a high-level of potential for tourist

area in terms of attractions, tourism resource and the beauty of the tourist attraction, and readiness
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@

of the personnel and the administration. And the other, readiness facilities, limitation of the area,
and the problem are might happen in the moderate level.

Besides, possible ways to develop ecotourism potential suggested by surveyed tourists
included the area tourism, facilities, activities tourism, and services, especially, area tourism that
should specification applies to follow applying character theoretically manages of the basin, and
should not build the building seem contrary to the nature.

However, there was a need for improvement of facilities, environment management,
ecotourism activi: ies and educational programs, community participation. Base on those findings,
five potential areas for ecotourism development of the Mae Samard Watershed Conservation and
Management Unit were identified: 1) tourism resource and environment sustainable management
2) infiastructure and service development 3) education and construction of conscioﬁsness for
local people 4) community participation in consciousness of locality and 5) public relations , and

suggestion from this study.
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