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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to investigate the Opinions and Needs for Public
Participation of Local Communities for Natural Resources and Ecotourism
Management case study Local Communities surrounding Jedkod-Pongkonsao Natural
and Ecotourism Center Kangkoi District Saraburi Province. In this study used
household as unit of analysis. Sample population consisted of 197 households. The
questionairs and Interviews were used as a study tool. Data collection was conducted
during February to March 2002. This data was analyzed by using Chi-square,
Correlation Coefficient and Multiple Regression Analysis which the resuits of the
study are as follows :

The primary objective of this research was to examine the opinions and needs
of local people by compared with 7 dependent variables that are level of education,
knowledge in the principles of natural resources and ecotourism management, total
family income, size of land holding, frequency of acknowledge information about
Jedkod-Pongkonsao Natural and Ecotourism Center and ﬁ'equency of communities
group membership of local people.

It was found that level of education, total family income and frequency of
acknowledge information about Jedkod-Pongkonsao Natural and Ecotourism Center
was significantly affected that opinions (R? = 0.141, F = 5.052, Sig. = 0.027). The
frequency of acknowledge information was significantly relatated to the needs
(R?=0.046, F = 4.649, Sig. = 0.034). Additional, the opinions also have considerable
relationship with the needs (R? = 0.181, F = 43.200, Sig. = 0.000). These have no
correlation in other variables. So, we can conclude that the local communities have

high level for the opinions and needs of public participation for natural resources and
ecotourism management.

The local communities should be improved their knowledge by giving them
some education and training about minor occupation for local communities and the
operators of Jedkod-Pongkonsao Natural and Ecotourism Center should visit and
communicate to local communities for good relationship.
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