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The objectives of this study were to study 1) the tourism business activities and the
performance of Kanchanaburi Ecotourism Service Cooperative Co.,Ltd., 2) the participation of
cooperative members and their attitudes towards the cooperative, and 3) the factors affecting
participation and attitude of cooperative members. The data used in this study were secondary and
primary data. The primary data was based on interviews of 200 cooperative members and some

committees. The data analysis methods, percentage and chi-square, were devised.

The results of the study were as follows: Regarding the characteristics of cooperative
activities, tourism programs offered were classified into 7 district areas and the committee was
delegated and coordinate between tourists and cooperative members. In regard to the cooperative
performance, it revealed that the cooperative has gained not enough income to cover the incurred
expenses so it faced net loss each year. Net losses pilled up and went beyond the capital (equity and

liability). This reflected the cooperative’s lack of ability to repay its members as requested.

In regard to, the participation of cooperative members, it revealed that only 17.1 percent of
the member participated in the cooperative tourism business. And only 41.9 percent of the members
participated in the control of cooperative management and operation. According‘ to the benefit sharing
scheme, only 7.6 percent gained shared income from the cooperative, 27.6 percent of the members
acknowledged and received the cooperative tourism information, 37.1 percent of the members attended
training sessions, and only 10.5 percent got other cooperative benefits and welfare. It was apparently
showed that 67.6 percent have fairly attitude towards the cooperative itself. For the study of the factors
affecting participation of cooperative members, it revealed no significant correlation between gender,
age, marital status, education attainment, occupations and monthly household income and the
participation in the cooperative tourism business. Gender significantly related to the participation in the
control of cooperative management and operation. Monthly household income also significantly related
to the participation in cooperative members benefits. For the factors influencing attitude of cooperative
members towards the cooperative, there was no significant correlation between gender, age, marital
status, education attainment, occupations and monthly household income and the attitude of cooperative

members towards the cooperative.
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