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Bounxian Phetlumphun 2011: Assessment of Recreation Resource Potential and Classification
of Recreation Opportunity Spectrum of Nature-based Recreation Areas in Luangprabang
Province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Master of Science (Parks Recreation and
Tourism), Major Field: Parks Recreation and Tourism, Department of Conservation.

Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor Noppawan Tanakanjana Phongkhieo, Ph.D. 185 pages.

The objectives of this study were to conduct an inventory on basic characteristics of recreation
resources and recreational settings, to assess recreation resource potential, and to classify recreation
opportunity spectrum of nature-based recreation areas in Luangprabang Province, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic. All nature-based recreation areas in the province, totaling 9 sites, were used as
study areas. The investigator applied study methods developed by Tanakanjana, et. al. (2006) to this
study. Ten groups of indicators were used in assessing recreation resource potential. These included
1) plant community uniqueness; 2) opportunity for wildlife sighting; 3) physical uniqueness of resource
bases; 4) scenic quality of landscape; 5) significance for resource interpretation; 6) suitability of the
resource for certain type of recreational activity; 7) site resistance; 8) connection of the site to others;
9) safety; and 10) suitability of climate. While recreation opportunity spectrum indicators were
1) access; 2) remoteness; 3) naturalness; 4) opportunity for social encountering; 5) evidence from

human uses; 6) facilities and site management; and 7) user management.

The study found that the majority or 55.55% of all recreation areas was waterfall. The rest
were caves, view point, and river. Recreation area users were both domestic and foreign visitors. Most
of them engaged in picnicking and relaxing, photographing, and viewing activities. They expected to
experience natural beauty of landscape and being relaxing within the recreation areas. Recreation
resource potential assessment found 6 moderate potential and 3 high potential sites. Tad Kwangsi
waterfall was the site with highest recreation resource potential while Ku Ha Sakalin cave was the
lowest one. Recreation opportunity spectrum classification found only 2 opportunity classes. There were

6 Semi-primitive Motorized areas and 3 Modified Natural areas.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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