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Malinee Wangarunroj 2003: Analysis of Users’ Response to Recreation Fees in National Parks:
Case Study of Doi Inthanon and Tad Ton National Parks. Master of Science (Parks and
Recreation), Major Field: Parks and Recreation, Department of Conservation. Thesis Advisor:
Miss Noppawan Tanakanjana, Ph.D. 148 pages.

ISBN 974-359-758-1

The objectives of this study were to analyze users’ response to recreation fees in national parks by
comparing the differences of users’ response at Doi Inthanon and Tad Ton National Parks and to determine
factors influencing the responses of users. Questionnaire was used to collect data. Six hundreds park users
were asked to fill out the questionnaire. Multiple Regression Analysis and Discriminant Function Analysis

were employed to test research hypotheses.

The study found that most users from both parks had positive attitude toward recreation fees and
had willingness to pay the overall fees not more than 100 baht per one visit. 'i'he average willingness to pay
the overall fees for a Thai user at Doi Inthanon was 106.35 baht per one visit and for a foreign user was
373.05 baht per one visit. While the average number for a user at Tad Ton was only 64.98 baht per one visit.
Thai users at Doi Inthanon were willing to pay entrance fee au the rate 20 baht per persou while foreign users
were willing to pay at the rate 200 baht per person. Tad Ton users were willing to pay only 10 baht per
person. As for all other fees, including entrance fees for vehicle, fees for using nature trail, and camping fees,

none of the users were willing to pay.

Results from the hypotheses testing revealed that factors influencing users’ response to recreation
fecs were race, perception on benefit from fees, and perception on park’s environment. Attitudes toward
recreation fees and willingness to pay the fees affected users’ overall satisfaction in visiting national parks.
Attitudes toward recreation fees and willingness to pay the fees also affected users’ intention to revisit the

park in the future.
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Case No.

QUESTIONNAIRE
Analysis of Users’ Responses to Recreation Fees in National Park:

Case Study of Doi Inthanon and Tad Ton National Parks

By
Miss Malinee Wangarunroj
Graduated Student, Parks and Recreation Program

Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University

c7?g<£lnformation

The purpose of this survey is to learn more about users’
response to recreation Fees in National Park. By
responding carefully to the questionnaire, you will be
providing useful information for better management of the

park. Your assistance is appreciated.

The questionnaire consists of three parts.
Part]  : Travel information and recreation participation pattern.
PartII  : Visitors’ attitudes toward recreation fees and willingness to pay

Part III : Background of visitor

Please answer all questions. Thank you!
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ﬁ! 5 Part I: Travel information and recreation participation pattern.
1. Have you ever visit Doi Inthanon National Park before?
No

Yes, please specify number of past Visit ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii. time(s)

2. If yes, what did you do in your past visit to Doi Inthanon National Park? ( Please check all activities you did)

Hiking Camping

Bird Watching Photographing
Swimming in waterfall Picnicking
Cultural Learning Sightseeing
Cycling Seminar

Other, please Specify .........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie

3. What was your primary purpose for this visit to Doi Inthanon National Park? (Please check only one choice)
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Learning about nature Being close to nature

Escape from noise and crowd Visiting new place

Spending time with friends/family To meet with new people

Research Other , please specify ...........ccooeviiiiiininnn.

4. How did you learn about Doi inthanon national park?

Family Travel magazine

Friend Newspaper

Television Program Radio program

Travel agency Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT)

Royal Forest Department other, please specify ............c.oooiiiiiiini

5. How would you describe your group?

By myself Family Group

Friend Family and Friend Group

Tour Group other, please specify ..............cooeeiiiiinnnn.
6. Including yourself, how many people were in your group? ...........ccoceveverenennnnnn.. person(s)

7. How do you travel to Doi Inthanon National Park?
Air-condition Bus/ Bus Motorcycle
Personal car Rent car

Other, please SPeCify.......ooiiiriiii i

8. In this trip, Did/Will you stay overnight at Doi Inthanon National Park?

No. I (spent) will spend only ...........cooooiuiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiieeiea, hour(s)

9. Please check all your desired recreation activities for this visit to Doi Inthanon National Park.

Learning about nature Camping
Bird Watching Photographing
Swimming in waterfall Picnicking

Cultural Learning Sightseeing
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Cycling Seminar

other, please specify..........cooviviiiiiiiiiiiinn..

10. Please check all recreation activities you actually participated in Doi inthanon National Park

Learning about nature Camping

Bird Watching Photographing
Swimming in waterfall Picnicking
Cultural Learning Sightseeing
Cycling Seminar

other, please specify...........coviviiiiiiiiiiiiinnn..

11. Overall, how would you rate the environmental conditions of Doi inthanon National Park?

Very poor Fair Very Good

12. Overall, How would you rate this visit to Doi Inthanon National Park?

Very poor Fair Very Good

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ég(ﬁ% Part II: Visitors’ attitude to recreation fees and their willingness to pay
1. Did you learn about paying entrance fees before reaching the park?

No (answer no.3) Yes (answer no. 2)

2. If yes, how did you learn about the fees?

Newspaper / Tourist magazine radio

Television Tour Operator

Friend / Family Royal Forest Department
Tourism authority of Thailand Other, please specify

3. Do you know, how the park spend that fees for?

No Yes, please specify




4. What fees did you pay in this visit to Doi Inthanon National Park?

Entrance Fees per person about baht
Entrance Fees per vehicle (specify vehicle type) about
baht

Hiking/trekking Fees per person/group baht

Camping Fees per person/tent bath

Other, Please specify
5. How would you think about recreation fees in Doi Inthanon National Park?

Opinion about recreation fees Strongly | Agree Neither | Disagree Strongly
Agree agree nor Disagree
disagree
) “) ) ) (1)
1. Actual rate of all recreation fees are
appropriate.
2. Recreation fees are necessary for national
park management.
3. Recreation fees are for the improvement
of park’s environment.
Opinion about recreation fees Strongly Agree Neither | Disagree | Strongly
agree agree disagree
nor
disagree
) “4) ) ) ()

4. Recreation fees are for natural resource
protection that consequently benefit to

general public.

5. All recreation fees collected by the park

are appropriate and worth for all visitors.

6.1 am willing to pay recreation fees if |

knew the reason of fee collecting.

7. National park agency should research

about willingness to pay of park visitors
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before setting recreation fees rate.

8. Recreation fees rate should be in accord

with the country’s economy.

9. Recreation fees should not be a limitation
for some groups people such as students to
participate in recreation activity within the

park.

10.Recreation fees rate should be a rate that

all segments of people could effort.

11. Entrance fees for Thai visitors and

foreigners should be different.

12. Entrance fees for foreigners should be

more expensive than Thai visitors.

13. Recreation fee rate should be in accord

with level of use of park resources.

14. People who get in the park and do not

do any activity should not pay fees.

15.Recreation fees collected by the park

should be paid at once.

Opinion about recreation fees

Strongly

agree

)

Agree

“)

Neither
agree
nor
disagree

G

Disagree

2)

Strongly

disagree

()

16. Recreation fees at each park should be
different as parks’ resource potential are

different.

17. National park agency should announce
recreation fee rate through public relation
media so that all park visitors knew in

advance.

6. Overall, How would you rate recreation fees in Doi Inthanon National Park?
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Not appropriate Very appropriate

7. How much are you willing to pay for recreation fees in Doi Inthanon National Park?

(Choose all that apply)

Recreation Fees Amount you willing to Pay (Baht)

1. Entrance fees per person

2. Entrance fees per vehicle

3. Camping Fees per/ tent

4. Hiking /trekking Fees per person/ group

8. How would you expect the recreation fees you paid at Doi Inthanon National Park to spend?

9. Will you return to Doi Inthanon National Park again?
No
Yes

Uncertainly

10. Please feel free to give any additional comments you desired.

d’%% Part I1I : Background of visitor

1. Gender Male Female
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2. Age

3. Marital Status Single Married

Widowed Divorced

4. What is your highest education?

Grade school High school
College degree Bachelor’s degree
Master’s degree or higher other, please specify

5. What is your occupation?

6. How much your income per month? About US§

7. What is your country of residence?

"ﬁg S Thank you very much for your time
Have a nice trip!! d’%%
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