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Rattana Chantayo 2003: A Comparative Study of Motivation and Satisfaction of Visitors
to Nature Based and Historical Recreation Areas: A Case Study of Mae Wong National
Park and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park. Master of Science (Parks and Recreation),
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The objectives of this research were to compare motivation of visitors to nature-based
and historical recreation areas and to determine visitors’ satisfaction and factors infliencing the
satisfaction. Questionnaire was used to obtain survey data. Four hundred and eight visitors were
chosen to participate in the survey; 204 of each park. Descriptive statistics, Chi-square test, and

Multiple Regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

The study found that the motivation of visitors to nature-based and historical recreation
areas were significantly different. The majority of visitors to Mae Wong National park (about
46%), the representative of nature-based recreation areas, needed to be close to nature. While
those who visited Kamphaeng Phet historical Park, the representative of historical recreation
area, needed to study history and local culture and to spend time with friends and family at an

equal percent (about 33.3 % of each category of motivation)

Most visitors satisfied with their visit to both recreation areas. It was found that recreation
experience, information about recreation areas, expectation about the areas, perception about
behavior of other visitors, perception about the environment within recreation areas, and opinion
toward the appropriateness of entrance fees all together significantly influenced visitors’ s satisfaction.
Perception about the environment was the most influencing factor affecting visitor’s satisfaction
for Mae Wong National park and perception about behavior of other visitors was the most

influencing factor for Kamphaeng Phet historical park.
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