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The objectives of this study were to analyze users® desired experience and preferences and to
determine recreation opportunity classes based on the experience and preferences of users. The study areas
were selected from the list of ecotourism sites classified by Tanakanjana et. al in 1998. The § sampled
areas included; 1) Tee Law Sue Waterfall in Um Phaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, represented primitive area; 2)
Kiew Mae Pan Nature Trail in Doi Inthanon National Park, represented semi-primitive non-motorized
area; 3) Mae Ya Waterfall in Doi Inthanon National Park, represented semi-primitive motorized area; 4)
Haew Suwat Waterfall in Khao Yai National Park, represented developed natural area; and 5) Ban Tawai
in Chiang Mai Province, represented rural area. Site inventory and visitor survey were conducted. Six
hundred questionnaires were distributed to all sites” users, 120 persons at each site. Descriptive statistics
and discriminant analysis were used to analyze survey data. The conditions of site settings were compared
between the previous conditions assessed by Tanakanjana et. al. in 1998 and the recent conditions found

by the investigator.

The study found that 25 items of users’ desired experience and preferences were significantly
different between each site. All variables altogether highly correlated to the recreation opportunity classes
(Canonical Correlation = 0.837). Twelve items of desired experience and preferences had moderated to
high discriminant power in classifying user groups into recreation opportunity classes (Standardized
Canonical Discriminant Function Coefficient were higher than 0.30). The overall percent correctly
classified was 66.6. Site inventory found that settings of Tee Law Sue Waterfall, Kiew Mae Pan Nature
Trail, and Mae Ya Waterfall were changed from the conditions revealed in the previous inventory by

Tanakanjana, et. al while the settings of Haew Suwat Waterfall and Ban Tawai were maintained.
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